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H E following Trearife ( being bue a 
© - - ſhore Compend of #larger Book) ap- 
pears ar this time to give the ' World 
a juſt Account of the Principles, Pra- 


zeof that Fracernity, Iris ſad ro conſider, 
uch the Spirics'of Men are ſoured and' imbir- 
red by and Incereſt, ic ſhuts their Eyes 
ainſt the cleareſt lighr, The DiRares of Huma- 
ity, and the Genius of the Chriſtian Religion 
ceten our Paſſions, bur whey we are 
y the Incereſts of a Party, we forget the ex» 
cſs Laws of God, and if chey look-us broad in 
Face ( when we offer violence #0 our Convi- 
ions) we bow and bend them - tr ny 11 
ricks and Evaſions to ſerve our Deſign, contra» 
ro their original Bias and SanQtity z and this 
as never ſo viſtble, as in that rurbulenr and fier 
& thac frequently diſturbed, and now at la 


ath almoſt over--un che Church of Scotland, in 


t.chey have Ruined and Opprefſed a Learned, 
rave, and Orthodox Clergy, eſpecially in the 
puthern Shires. _ have a Syſteme of Opinj- 
ns peculiar rochemſelves, which they call Their 
rinciples 4 for theugh a thing in ir (elf is juſt and 
zaſonable, yer-it jc be not- agreeable to Their 
rinciples ( that's ro ſay, the Opinions rhar-are 
immediarely. properly, and originally Cal- 
aced ro ſerve che De ſigns of their Sociery ) they 
je& ir. with Indigoation and Diſdain, the y piry 
ll Matkind that have not the ſame Thoughts that 
have, and chey continue by che Auchoriry of 
r Guides, under chefſlavery of implicice Faith 
bore thatrany ocher Serr of Men in the World 
The hriſtian Religion above all things defign- 
d to alicnace our Thoughts and Aﬀeions from 
| y -and . Vain-glories of the World, 
ru. maederate our Patſiuns, that they might not 
pyetroubleſome co Sociccy, nor extravagantin 
ir- Violence, :vor precipirare in cheir Attings ; 
$piric of FaQtion oppoſes the Golpel in:theſe 
reat Knds, for ir-.covers nothing ſo much as out- 
'Furd Glory and Empire, and it profecures theſe 
'Defirer wich: reftlefs and implacable Ardours, and 
r che Viſoriob Religion... When our per- 
ele Iocligatians (which God-commanded co-be 
ified) are mage-more head-ſtrong by che 
20s we have of Religion, then our Apperites 
come. as wild as chey are unreaſonable. 
. We find this-clearly exemplified in the Phari- 
Fees of old. Our:Eaviour came that he mighe de- 
0) e ip hu frog and enliven the 
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Religion, to turn Men from 


The PREFACE. _ - 


»» Rices, and Behaviour of che Scorch 
byrerians p ie was wricren ſome Years ago by 


PT hes 


72 £1 2003 
Darknefy to' Light; and from the Pawori of Sacks ne: 
the Borg God,o iſp Mankind with Cas 
ples of the beſt'and wifeft Fhi ; mot uſefat? 
in all the Cha and Viciſfi of this Life. 
and char which did certainly prepare them for 2 ' 


berrer;he taught his Diſcipſes ra be moſt affiduous 

in thoſe Duries of Religion thar "made no Noiſe! 
abroad, and felt nor cality under the Obſervation 

of Men that advanced folid and ſubſtanrial Pic-- 
ty, to love God and our Neighbour, ro approve 
our ſclves unto him thar feerh in ſecrer, rodeſpiſe 

the Cenſures abd Apptauſe of « b yoann 
rion, and to live upon the iny1{tble Suppotts'of a 
good Conſcience, to exerciſe Perience, and For« 
ricude, and Magnanimity; bectuſe by' our” Reli- 
giott we were engaged ro Combat with the World, 
and wirh all irs crots Accidents, under the Banner 

of a crucified Saviour. 

Yer when we read the Hiſtory of the New Te» 
ſtamenr, we find thar rhe moſt zealous Set of the 
Phariſees, oppoſed this blefſed Deſign of our Sa- 
viour in all ics principal Brarcches. They took 
great care ro be ſeen by che-People, in all their 
odd and extraordinary Ferformances; they were 
mighty forward eo propagate their own Traditi- 
ons; the private DoArines of their 3chools were 
much dearer £0' rhem than che Commandments of 
God, Mark 9. 3.' As for Simplicity of Intention, In» 
nocence; and the Love of God 5 they thovghe 
ſuch Vercuey not fo conventent for them who were 
in the Government, and thought ir neceffary to 
have che People blindly ro obey their DiQares? 
That Religion thar penetrates to the Center of 
our-Spirirs, and changes 'the whole' Bias of our 
Souls, croſſes the Delires of our degenerate Na- 
ture, and leads every Thought captive to the O+ 
bedience of Chriſt, and is ſupporred by the Faich 
of: diſtanc and inviſible Rewards x they thoughe 
fuch a Religion yielded no nouriſhment for Vain-« 
glory,and theretore they deſpiſed ir,and ordered 
the macrer '0, char amidſt all cheir long Prayers, 
dirfizwred Faces, and theatrical Faſts, they mighr 
leave their inſatiable Paſſions of Pride, Vain-glo» 
ry,Coveroulnels, Malice and Revenge,untouched, 
and unfubdued, Hence it is,that they were very 
cireful: in lixcle thivgs,/ Afat. 23; 24 whatever 
drew afrer-ic' rhe «ppluale of che People, who-al- 
ways'admircd rhe moſt enſpry andthe moſt rram 
fremt rhings, Their Batcalogies were miſtaken tor 
fr and —_ , and their _—_ ens, 
tor true Mertific. tion, They did allehings to 
ſcen of Men, Mar. 23. 4. ard ib che Lawt God 
did expreſly comradi&® rheir- Sabre 3 
the Law i; (elt muſt aceds bow to their Principle. 


feel 
p» 


we : 


Diſaſters require-our Alliftance; yer by. their Do-; 
by. em Omen this Fund- - 
icey fion, and Nacucal 


5 
were 'in.cheir Eyes bur mean and de- 


only underſtood che abſtraſe 


jon,. and; os g provoked 
naxion {o much, 85.0. DOgAL jones 
raw z wherefare - 7 hy eh poor. 
Men refiaged. ro; his fight by our Saviour, doft 
then teach. us, Fob 9. 34-,tho by the moſt evi- 
dene . Arguments, he h: d juſt. before expoſed 
bath chats ſhameful Ignorance and, Vanity 1, and. 
when-Sy. Pax} himſelf was riaQtur'd wich this lea 
ven3 his brigk god. genefaus Spirit was dadly, 
yed ig perſgcurtng 5 Church. +, There 1s; 
nothing more oppolice ro. the pure, and wndefiled 
Religion, than Phariſaical Pride and Hypocriſy ; 
nor no kind of Phariſees perſecure wich greater 
Violescc and Spire, chan that ſullen and-gdemure 
Tribe, that affect Dominarion. and. Tyravny, by, 
conncetteic. and, diſgailed Haumiliny. 2:1 +; 
| The Gd EffeRts of ſuch,an igſatent Hymor, are 
roo ſadly fair by, che Clergy of Scotland. The Pres- 
byterian Courts and Judicatorics are as void of 
the ;common Farms of Juſtice, as of Tendernels, 
and. Humaviey, the late Ereftion of ic being in 
irs Fsame more Properly .Galculared to adlvauce 
Tyranny, and tho their Agencs propagate many 
$rories:$0 Jefſen and exrenuare, and, (omertimes 
10 excuſe. their ynaccountable Proceedings ; yer 
25 long1as- they gontcſs che ſhameful rabbling of 
wig Clexgyythey acknowledge more Barbarizy and; 
Cruelty, mong Re proach,co our Natian chan cay 
eafily.be named: :; Gercaboly ir cannor- be 1magy- 
gd ther-the Epixcopal.Clergy Jeft.cheip Houſes, 
cheig Livinges and ſome of them their Relations, 
" aud theis Countrey, for n> ocher: Deſign chan to 
tell Stories of che, Prebyrerian Perſecution; any 
Man” that believes. this, needs - nor: refule rhe 
maſt.monſtrous. lmprobabiliugs: Men arc nor 
ſo fond of-Grofſcs apd Afflitions, the Bias of Hu- 
mane Nature is on the other fide, rhey.general- 
iy prefer the. Law of Self-preſervacion co: the 
Law of Sejf-denial, and rhe NoRrine ob-rhe Crols 
has but few to follow it if #hey-cat avadir. 
. . There-is no Weapon ſo proper againſtiche AG 
faxlcs of, 4; reſtleſþ; and; ngoverneble. Party, a5 
Chrifan-Paticnce : This is the Time of our Sut- 
terings,: God in his Anger hath let looſe our Ene- 
mies co chaſtiſe us3. 3nd; when we are duly hum- 
tied, he will again mercifully. viſit us, apd em- 
ploy ws im che Auendance and Service of the San- 
. Quary;. [16 we haye preached unto others. Forts 
_ 
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rude and Chriſtian Magnanimiry, under the ( 
feſt Calamitts, frqum r , Why ſhould : 
we 1 by gur C nd C 

Providence of God, thar ſuperincends the me 
eſt Crearures,. will-nox deſert chem rhagare 
afcer (his own-Image, , It was to let us fea} c 
Mycabilicy of all Earchly Condicions, that v 
ſurcounded- chus wich Difficulcics, on the Rig 
and..on the Lefe Hand. . When þ read & 
reick, Flights -of a, Pagan Soul 3, 2; 
*.and how lictle che Glory of che } M-4erdl 
Roinan Empire appeared to him I 


chat fat upon the Throne, in the midſt of Guard 


Diverciſemencs, and Flatrerers, I cannot bur 


knowledge how ſhameful it is tor the Diſciples « 


Chriſtianity co. be {© ſoon and (o eafily ſhak 
wich Changes and Diſaſters : It the Contemp| 
tion of Phyloſophy and Nacural Religion ral 
his. Spirit. {@ far above ordinary Thoughts, w 


-rhay not be expetted from us, who have be 


Conſtancy ? Th 


raughc che moſt infallible Proofs, the Dorine « 

Immorcalisy, and rhe Glories of che 'World 1 
come ? ; Senrcatelis us, that 2 geod Man wreſt 
lng wich Diſaſters, and goci yielding ro the Mearf® 


nefſcy of Vice: is a Spettacle, worthy iof ” Fupi 
himſelf. + The Ears of God are always open 


the Prayers of che Oppreſicd x: their - Peririon 


proceed from. Feeling, .more than- from 4 
Form, or Cuſtom. -' Ler u3 look jaro rhe'Errc 
of our Lives, and judge our ſelves, leſt we ſho 
be- jadged more ſevercly by our'God, whom” 


have offended. Lec us waſh: out our Blemiſhe 


by rrue Contricion, and return unto our Fache 
who does not willingly grieve the Children 
Men z but for great and wile Ends ſuffers, for 
while, the Rodof the Wicked to lice on the 
of, che Righceous, that his'/Children may'be x 
pared for thar. Glory- which 1s'£o: be revea 
The Graces that are moſt effencial ro the Ch 
ſtian Religion, cannor be exerciſed bur under th 
Croſs: Ail things. work together . for good, to th 
that lave God. We ase-cold/by. our Saviour, thi 
an Houſe built. upon a Rotk ſtands our #gainſt 
the: Violence of Rains, Storms and Tem 


The Party wichwhom-good Men ſtruggleac x 
ſear inScorlandyhave neither Unity amongſt'e 


ſelves, nor any true Chriſtian Pri ro bu 
upon ;. And When Lfay thus, I do not comp 
hend all that may go-under-che name of Pres 


tcrians, bur ſuch 2s give up-themiclves,” withd 


Reſerve, to. follow their pernicious-Feners, 
ſuch.as have allcheio Paccs3/ for God judge/ 
ecording 'ro our new and: faRtious Diſcy 
tions, It is not by our-Names, but by our: 
ture, thar: we are (cparatee ar the Day of 
ment z and. cherefore. ler.no min miſlake me, | 


if 1 thoughe this ar the other Denomination, t) 


\ 


e 
d 
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the other Church or Soctery, could fceure 2 
+ ' Man from hazard ; I mean no 
fuch rhing. But ir's undeniable, 

thar the Faftion that larely pul- 

led down che Beaury and Orcer 

of our Church, ſpend their Zeal 

in leſſer things, of very bad, or 

Pf of no -woages. pans ac wy and 

; heir new and upſtarc Govern» 

"4 rr ju ears Out the Life and Primi- 
Innocence of Religion, and promotes Pride 

| Singularicy, and thoſe other Vices that are 
zoft oppoſire ro the pure and ſpiricual Tenden- 
of the Goſpel. They are the Men I intend 
Ring leaders of that waſpiſh Gang, who by 


TShcir Principles are _ to trample upon all 
r 


thly Powers, unleſs rhey eruckle under the E- 
lits of Presbyrery. and recommend no other 
doRrines with affetion and Zeal, but ſuch Opi- 
ions as enſlave the Conſciences of. Men co their 

yranny and Government, and many of the poor 
people are ſo infacuared, that they calmly bow 


under the heavieſt Burdens, if they are laid on 
by their Spiricual Task-maſters. 


Ir is very ſad ro conſider the preſent Decays 


Sf crue Chriſtianity : Whar's beco:ne of chat un- 


ﬀeRed Simplicity, thar Truth and: Purity, Hea- 
evly mindedneſs and Charity, that adorns the 


Wrotcffion of the Goſpel? Whar's become of char 


ady and regulars Devotion, thar taught Men fre- 
ently to litc up holy Hands, without Wrath or 


doubting, unto Heavenz by which, they were 


de ro love God above all things, and the'n 
rethren for God's fake, to relieve their Neceſ« 
ies, ro aſſiſt them intheir Tronblcs, to reyyce 
ith them char d> rejoyce, andco weep with chem 
t weep; nay, to endeavour the Good of all 
lankind, as far as is poſſivle? It Men were affe- 
ionarely zealous ro propagxe this Religion, 
hen ic would appear like ir (elf in all irs beauti- 
Colours, pure, peaceable, g-nile, and eafie to be 
reated, full of Mercy and god Fruits, without 


| artiality, and withour Hypocriſie, Jam. 3. 17. Bur 


e Euvying and Strife is, chere is Confuſion 
ad every evil Work, Shall chey who proudly 
ll themſelves the ſpecial Ambatiadors of Chriſt, 
ve ſo much in Animoſicies and Contentions, and 
dt cremble before che Searcher of all Hcarrs, 

d fees into the firſt Morives and Springs of all 
ARions? If the Purity of Religion: be in- 


why ſo much Noiſe and Clamour, fo m4-. 


Arcs and mean Tricks, ſo many inſidious Ac- 
tions, ſo many bold and impudent Lies, ſo 
any Þragmarick and reſtleſs Merhods ro over- 
ww char Antagoniſts ? Can the Goſpel of Peace 
pro the Straragems of War ? Or 
ve they ſuch meav Opinions of their Oppoſites, 


—— 
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that they will ſuffer their People to be deluded 
wich Giddineſs and Enthuſiaſm, and themſeives 
ſo ramely bear cff che Stage? 'Tis true, many of 
our Miniſters are now made vncapable 'to ſerve: 
the Publick ; yer by their ſacred Chitatter, they; 
are ſtill obliged to ſerve the People, and to re- 
cover the Souls, for whom Chriſt died; frem the! 
Enchantment and Enthuſta'm of Seducers: 'T 
hope they will defend the Goſpel witheut feary- 
upon all Occaſions, in Sezſon, and cur of Seafori; 
It 1s nota Queſtion of Diſcipline, or Ecclefiaſticab 
Government only, (though chac be of great Con- 
ſequer.ce in ic (e!f,) that 1s nowdebared :' Putithe 
Queſtion js, Whether ſuch Methods myſt be fols 
lowed, as expoſe © hriſtian Religion? Whether 
the People ſhall be taughe from the Pulpit co buy« 
leſque the holy Scriptures, to lampoon Kevels: 
tion, and to ridicule the moſt grave and ſerious 
things? Mankind, indeed, is liable to many Va- 
nitics and Follics, and yer no Follies debaſe Hy: 
mane Nature ſo much as thoſe that pur on the 
Garb of Religion. 'Tis lamentable when Men 
avouch the Authority of God for their own 
Dreams, and plead a Divine Right for all their 
vew and fancied Opinions. The firft Presbyrerians 
thought it enough to ſay, that 
their Model was allowable ; and ny the Prefacy 
therefore they leyelled their Ar- 12, a Be 
guments.to prove ſuch a Scheme | 
of Government was not a'rogether- forbidder) 
and ir was never heard, that the Fore igh Presby- 
terians would have refuſed the Communion ofvhe 
C hurch, becauſe the ancient Government of Epil» 
copicy was retained in it { $2 we ſeea!lithe French 
Proceſtanes, who have fled ro Germany or Eagtund, 
lerve tn either Church as Miniſters, according ro 
the Rices and Eccleſiaſtical Canons ob the, 
where they live: Ic is only the CovenamedPre(- 
byreriaus " any thing I know) plead a Divine 
Right for cheir new Mcdel, and<cheir larter Difci= 
pics are forward. and daring on this Head,” Their 
Government muſt be founded on the ox preſs In 
flitution of.our Saviour, and therefore the 'Exec- 
ciſe of their Diſcipline muſt be nochingg lefs chan 
the Adminiſtrations of his Kingdom and Royal 
Sceptre :: To contrad:@ or deſpiſe them, is an At- 
front ro God himſelf; and.co be ſure, the Bag- 
gage of their Lay-Elders, and Commiſliozeps 
rom. Burghs, are all. of chem by Divine Right. 
And yer all this is not fo bold or ridiculous; as 
when they-endeavour to prove their Scheme by 
particular Texts of Scripture, There is onethac 
calls-himſcif the indicator of their Kink, he wrote 
a Book ſome Years ago, to prove ) 
that Pr ery was the only Go» Prepperg helen 
vernmenr inſtirmed by our Sayi. POE On 
our 3 andll he brings for ir, over all hi; ws] 
Iv 


hich I had rhe patience rs read over) is, 3:2, 
$0, 26." compared with Lub, 22, 
24 Herells us in another Bcok, 
of himſelf, that his Way is Argu- 
þ mentative 5 thac is ro ſay. he wrices 
nothing: bur pure Reaſon and Demonſtration, 
Now let us calmly examine whac Foundation 
| «there is for Presbyrery in the Texcs lately men 
| tioned, for our Saviour ſuppoſes Degrees of Sub. 
ordmation amongſt his ym ven as weIl-as in all 
other Socteries ; and rherefore he direAs ſuch as 
would climb to rhe higheſt Viaces, ro take ggher 
Methods than thoſe that are moſt uſual in Worl- 
ly Preferments ; for he that deſerved Prefermenr 
inthe Church, was ro be the Servanr of ali; and 
he chat would be great among his Brethren, 
ſhould in the firſt place appear tull of Humility, 
Condeſcemion and Charicy ; And chis T« xr reters 
tothe Mechod of their Promntion, not to che Ex» 
rirpation of cheir Fu iſdiim. He (1ppcſcs one 
would be greatamong them z and the true way to 
atain chac Grearneſs, was nac to aſpire ro It am- 
biciouſly,: by Force ard \ jolence, 2s the Lords of 
the Genriles did 3 bur bv all the as of Modeſty, 
Humilicy and Sclf-cenjz!. But ler me ak whe- 
ther the Apoſtles und« ritood chis Precepr of our 
$zviour, in the Senſe of the Pre zbyrerians, or 
nor ? If they did, how came they co exercite Jus 
riſdition over ail inferior Eccletiaſticks, during 
all te Life-cime, (in all rhe Churches they had 
planted ? - Did they {who-could not bur under- 
ſtand his meaning) go quire croſs co the Inſticu+ 
tion of our Saviour? The plain Truth is, there 
is no Texvin che Scripwre can be alledged more 
abſurdly for the Presbyrerian Parity, than this 
Text, fine our Saviour rel's them, He did thar 
.bimſelf amongſt them, which rhey were ro do to 
one another; and therefcre the doing of it x0+ 
wards: one another, could nor infer Parity 4- 
morgſt them, unleſs rhey blaſphemoufly infer, 
that Chriſt and his Apoſtles are equal z for our 
Saviour recommends what he enjayns from his 
own PraRice, that he who was their Lord, was 
their Servant z and therefore the greareſt among 
chem were to be modeſt, calm, and humble toe 
wartds,'all rheir ſubordivate Brethren z and this 
qualified them for Eccleſiaſtical Promotions, * Is 
ix- pot very unlucky, char a Man ſhall write 2 
Book co prove the  Piyine Right of :Presbytery, 
aid yer bring no other Proot. for ic chan this 
:Texr,.which (if underſtood in the Presbyrerian 
-Scnfe ) degrades our bleſſed Saviour to che Der 
rec of one of his Diſciples ; +tor-what he com- 
L9 F#theA palties, he prattited among them 
himf&tf; And chis is the ſtrong Motive to en- 
- age their Obedience, char chey ſhould nor exer- 
oeite cher Juriſdiftion as the Lords of che Gentyles, 


I cannot ire thz 
hs Aa Jo 
by my, * 


"The Preface, 


by a Spiri; of Pride, Vacity and Domination 
bur by che more amiable a- d en: aging Behavioy 
cf Modeſty, Meekne(s, Charicy and Humility 
for he chat was to be rhe greateſt among then 
was to be their Servant: And certainly the Bi" 
ſhops of the Church, by their Charater, Digni 
ty and Starion, by their publick < ares, Fears andf'* 
daily Labour, feel that they are more Serrance#* 
than Maſters. When one was promoted amongif* 
the Fess, ro higher Dignitics, chere was anocher© 
appointed co rell him, that upon that Day he bei 
gan to ſerve. And did not St. Paul thick fo off" 
himiclt, though in norching behind the chicfen{- 
Apoſtles, when the Care of all the Churches lay 
upon him? And all the Fathers of the Church #* 
from che firſt Plantations of Chriſtiaricy, had 
chi» Notion of their Dignity, that they were chef” 
Servants of all. 'F 
| Now when this one Text is anſwered, I think 
his Book is anſwered, nor had this part of chat 
Pamphler been couched here, it it had nor þ 
commonly inſiſted on by others as well as by chis 
Author, Now if I ſhould yield that there was an 
foundation for Ecclefiattical Parity in this Texr 
it cannot be ſtretched ſo far, as to prove the N 
tional and Claffical Presbytery, it rather favou 
the Congregrational Model, which always appears 
ed ro me much more innocent and allawable;cha 
this new and unaccounrable Platform of Presb 
rery. It chis Auchor would be entreated'ro fing! 
our of all his Scriblings, an -\rgument one or.rwe 
that he himſelt judges moſt proper to advanc 
Presbytery, we would thank him, and return ou 
Anſwer very eafily and ſpeedily, and this Over? 
ture is ſo much the more reaſonable, in that i” 
may be done in a ſheer or two ; bur ro go through 
all his Shufflings, and childiſh Tergiverſation 
and unmanly Calumnics wich v.h ch his defamaacet*© 
ry Lihels are ſtuffed, is as unplcalanr as ir is u 
difying, and the Publick is nor at all concerned off: 
read (uch particular Scaries; yet ſomerhingm 
hereafter be ſaid to convince him of his idleneffi** 
were it no more chan co let him [ce his Books d\** 
ſerve no particular Anſwer, 9.6 
I have no more to trouble the Reader wiclK*/ 
bur ro: give him a ſhort account of che fullowid:2 
Epicome. Iris the true Compend of Mr. At 
andey Shields Book, cnriruled, The Hind let | 
He is che moſt accurate and diligent of al} c} 
Writers, .there is none among: them at pr 
underſtands the Genius of. Presbyrery berrer, 
none more conſequencial to their hy 
.muſt acknowledge, that none writes forPr 
tery with greater Zeal and Vigour z,-and cho 
Principles are inconſiſtent _ Civil Gove 
menc and Chriſtianity, yer his Superſtruure 
builds upon chem 15 capſequential ; and 


"{/ 


['T 


The Preface. 


xe I heartily iovice all Men ( who at any time: 


hi:;k of che rhings of this Nature) ro read the fol- 
owing Abridgmenrt of his Book, and nexe let me 
ntreat them to uſe their Reaſon exaftly and im- 
partially, and chen rell me wherher a Civil Go- 
ernment of whac ever Form or Denomination 
an ſubſiſt,, where ſuch Principles are heartily 
neertained by a confiderable number of the Sub- 

&s 3 and whether che Severity of Laws againſt 
uch Enthuſiaſts, be not the moſt Chriſtian com- 


" Þaſfion rowards the State rather chan Cruelty, 


W'yranny, or Oppreſſion, wich which thofe reſt- 

eſs Incendiaries-did aſperſe the Government of 
h. 2- Our Nobility who underſtood the Go- 
romenc and Conſtirution of our Nation, did 
tely demonſtrate, thar our Scorch Presbyrery 
"Dad nothing to match ic all over the World; 
hether you conſider the Novelty of their Pre- 
ices, their reſtleſs Claſhings wich the Civil Aw 
ority, or their ſhameful Confuſions and Divi- 
ons among themſelves, and this needs no ocher 
roof, than to read their own Books, The As of 
heir Aſſemblies, and their myſt Authentich P.pers, 
e know what Morals _ hp caught by cheir 
puides,. when we remember their rumultuous 


tbbling of the Clergy in the Weſt of Scorland' 


om their Houſes, Livings and Preferments, we 
not rake intro: that Puddle any more, In 
beginning of che late Revolution, thoſe Furies: 
oke looſe upon the Houſe of God, and barba- 
dully drove from ic the -immediare Servants of 


Y. Ir is not the Guitdings and, Pallia-. 


lons of cheir Vindicarors can waſh off the blem» 
Miſh of this ſhameful Tragedy ; if the Foundati- 
1 oy opwoged, What can the Righteous do? 
£t in the following Epicome, ſuch violent Pro- 
dings are juſtified ; nay, the Murther of the 
chbiſhop of St Andrews, and ſuch like religious 
eats of cheir Z-al. Therefore let me once again 
£ che Reader to read over this little Book. 
refully, face Mr. Sbirlds-was at the pains to ga- 
Fer together and juſtific in one Book the Hiſts- 
y of his. Party, cheir Scrugglings againſt Autho- 

ty, their Declarations and Teſtimonies againſt 
be Stare, and all their Commorions from their 


rſt beginging in Scotland till the Year 1687, And . 


Fauſc the Book ic ſelf is nor ealily got. 
_ Tc tigers _— wall ans 
Agents this Book, the firſt 1s c 
i-noc cas by the whole Party, but written 
ya fiogle Miniſter, To this, 1 anſwer, tha Mr, 
#8 Book is rather the Hiſtory of their pro- 
bogs, than a private $ of his own Q- 
comons; and fince ir is f by their pablick 
#1, Declarations and Tz ies of their Society, 
rather the common Apology than the Scati- 


' 


challenge any Man to ler me fee any one Article; 
wherein he is inconſequential eirher ro himlr, 
or to the received Notrine of the Parry 3 fqr as 
long as the Solemn League and Covenant, is the ort- 
ginal Scandard of their Set, the DiQares of Na+ 
tural Reaſon, and Texts of Scripture, muſt be in- 
rerprered, as they may beſt promote the ends of 
the Covenant ; and cherefore urlecis vou let me ice 
ſomerhing in the Book not allowed by the Gove- 
nant,ir is very impertinent to ſay.thar it contains 
nor the Presbvrerians Do@rine, for I know no- 
thing diſtinguiſhes che Prest+rerians of Scoland 
from 0: her Difſcnters 3 but the bloody Principles 
of the Covenant by which they over- turned rhe 
ancient Monarchy, Sacrificed the beſt of Kings, 
and cha.ged a proſperous Nation into a field-of; 
Blood, | 

The next thing I foreſee their Agents will pro» 
pegare is, that tho they were guilty of many ex+ 
travagane Tricks formerly, yet now ( that they 
ace re-eſtabliſhed ) they will a& with grear Mo-. 
deſty. for the fucure : Bur can the Athinpran 
change his Skin, or rhe Leopard his Spors? Muſt 
not they aſſert their Claſſical —_—_ and Dit- 
cipline * Will they ſo ſhamefully deferr rheir 
Colours ? Muſt they nor give their Teſlinnay as 
their Predeceſſurs have done ? Lon't we ſee thar- 
they have Male-verſed more in three Years time, 
than can well be repaired for ewenty ? Will-their 
Agents oblige their Meetings and Afﬀemblics ro 
declare againſt this Syſteme. (ylemnly and judi- 
cially ? No, they'll keep choſe Opinions, and 
practice them upon all Occaſions 4. tor. they are" 
obliged to do all they can to ſuppors the Cove- 
nant when chey may co..veniently : Nay, | durſt 
ſay, thar the late pretended Aﬀeably.wauld juſti-, 
fie the Murder of the Arch Biſhop of <t. Andrews 
without ren contraditing Votes; nor bs there 
any thing aſſcrred in this Book, that is peculiar 
ro Mr. Shields, rea4 Toe Apologetical relation of the 
Church of Scotland, Naphthali, jus popu't vindioas 
tum, Toz Cup of cald Water, The Banders disbanded, 
and ſeveral other liccle Pamphlets, whoſe Ticles 
I have forgot; and you ſhall find chart this is the | 
common Scrain by which they are diſtinguiſhed 
from the Presbyterians abroad, as well as from all | 
other Chriſttan Churches, 

If Epiſcopacy had been a grievance to the Na- 
tion, as was tumulruouſly alledged, it had been: e- 
nough to remove thoſe venerable Perſons trom . 
the Hel n of Eccleſiaſtical Government, and then . 
the Aﬀairs of the Church ( by the acknowledg- 
ed Principles of Presbytery ) ſhould be managed 
Communt Presbyterarum p_ All che Pregbyrers. 
by their Delcgares from all Corners of the Nation 
had an. <qual Right in this Goverament: Bur in- | 


\ 


The Prefate, 


Pholefluſtic Goverfiment is lodged in the hands 
of a few Peeviſh.and Tyrangical Perſons, who never 
fleep-quictly until all che Clergy be excirpare, 
whodo not hold rheir Miſſion from the Conven- 
tickle, When this is objeftcd asan extraordinary 
Soleciſm in Juſtice as well as in Government, 
they anſwer, That tho every Presbyrer has a right 
ro-govern which he cannot pare wich yer pro pre- 
fenti eccleſie ſlatugthe Governmenr ſhould be thus 
modell'd ; and this in plain Scotch is no more, 
than that the Heads of the FaQtion judged it con- 
venient, that none ſhould be allowed any ſhare in 
the Governmenc, bur che ſworn Fanizaries of the 
Covenant 4 and therefore tho the Presbyrers all 
over rhe National Church had an equal righc co 
govern, yer they ſhould be reſtrained from rhe 
Exerciſe of Government, until che Faftion got 
iarircly uppermoſt. | Bur ler me atk nents 
and calmly, By whom are they are reſtrained ? 
Eicher::by che temainders of the Presbyterian 
Preachers, or by. the Secular Power: If the 
firſt, how can threeſcore Suſpend a rhoufand Mi- 
niſters from the Exerciſe of Government? Before 
whom are they cited ? By what Authoricy 1s this 
done? Is this done by che acknowledged Prin- 
ciples of Pe«<sbytery 7 Bur if this be done by the 
Secular Power, then it ſeems the Presbyterians 
now chink and reach char the Secular Power can 
incruſt ſome tew Miniſters wich the Eccleſiaſti- 
- cal Government, when ochers are reſtrained, and 
which is ſtill more abſurd. they allow chem in 
the Exerciſe of the more Spiricual part of their 
Miniſtry, the Adminiſtration of Sacraments and 
Preaching of the Goſpel ; bur they mnſt nor 
meddle with the' Diſcipline of the Church : As 
if the one had nor'been originally intended ro 
ſhelter and defend the other. However, ic is 
cafie roobſerve, that the Presbyrerians love Go- 
vertmens (by which they ſecure the lutereſt of 
this World) much 'becter chan Preaching of che 


Goſpel, which more immediately prepares Men - 


for-anocher.. Bur if they think Presbyrers may 
be thus reſtrained from the Exerciſe of Eccle- 


ſaſtical Diſcipline, why might nor the former 
Governmenc reſtrain Presbyrerians, as well az 
che preſent Powers reſtrain the Epiſcopal Cler- 
gy trom chat part of their Miniſtry ? lr 1s very - 
1ad-that Menare driven to fuch Shitrs as carnor 
be matrtkined, beicher by the |'rinciples of crue - 
Reaſoh;/nor- by the peculiar Hypotheſis of the 


have one Arſwer co all chis, char 
1 Clergy, would endeavour the O- 


arty, T 


j ; the'E 


verchrow of Presbyrery : Bur wharechey might- 
do 45 to thar,' I kuow noe," 1 believe chere are- 


«t!: 
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bur few of theta that are very 2calous' to cont 
nue'the preſent Scheme z and perhaps the Cc 
rrivances of Presbyrerians ro exclude rhem fre 
che Government, is as proper a Mean' to oy 
rurn Presbytery, as the Admiſſion of them int: 
the full Exerciſe of their FurRion might hay 
been. For my parr, I do nor ſee' how ſych 
Syncriciſm berwixt theſe contending Parties ca 
be obcained, after all the policical Daublings | 
bour it. The Clergy ſhould ſtand cheir Ground 
and ler che World fee chat they value their 1 
tegrity and Principles, ar leaſt, as much as the 
do their Conventencies ; for nothing 'leſs tha# 
_ Effencials of Moralicy and Chriſtianity are # 
e. 
The following Treatiſe cannot bur be chear. 
fully received of both Parties, becauſe it con® 
cains che diſtinguiſhing DoQrines, Principles anc 
Prattices of the Presbyrerians ; for | affure you 
it is moſt faichfully copied by a Friend of mir 
in the Author's own Words, from the Origin 
Book, *Tis true, he did nor tranſcribe « 
whole Treatiſe, for that is Voluminous, and co 
rains ſo many Steps of their Rebellion, 'thac 
you defire a particular Account of them, yc 
muſt have recourſe to the Book ir ſelf, rath 
than to rhis Epirome z bur he hath, in a fe 
Sheers, contained the Strengrh of che Author 
Reaſonings, and all his Flouriſhes : So that ye 
have a juſt Notion, as well as a true Account 
of the ſpecial Tenets of Scotch Presbyteriar 
with all the natural Conſequences that th 
yield: And if Strangers will nor believe, the þ 
piſcopal Clergy, ler chem read their Opititons | 
their own Books, If one would know the De 
frines of Epicurw, he muſt go to Lacretius ; 
that of Socrates, he muſt read Plato; if the 
rals of the Stoicks, he muſt read Marcus Au 
lias, and Seneca « So it were very unjuft co 
that Mr. Shjelds did not give a true Account 
the Doftrines of the Scoteh Presbyterians, bej 
not only a Leading Man of the Kirk, as now 
ſtabliſhed, bur allo a Man of good Parts, inde 
facigable Zeal, and great Induſtry ;' and this 
the Reaſon why his Book 'is compendized, hg: 
cauſe he drove their Principles” eo cheir ju 
Conſequences ; and though I have' no Kindnpd 
for his Opinions, yet I cannot bur love hifi Is 
genuicy and Skill ; and if any Man'tell we'Þ 
miſtook che DoRrines of | rery, 1 mii 
ask him Pardon «to chink ocherwiſe, apd' th 
none of them dave cell him fo when he ix x 


ſeat. | | | 
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An Account of the true Scottilth Presbytery, 

«4 from the Tear 1570. to the Tear 1687. 

irs by Mr. Alexander Sheilds, a Presbyte- 

L rian Miniſter of the Kirk of Scotland, 
| as1t 1s now Eſtabliſhed by Lay. 


ROM the year 1570 and downward, the Teſtimony is ſta- 
ted and gradually profecuted, for the Rights, Priviledges, 
and Prerogatives of Chriſt's Kingly Office, which hath been 
the pzculiar Glory of the Church of Scotland, above all the 
Churches in the Earth, that this hath been given to her as 
the word of her Teſtimony; and not only conſequentially and redu- 
Qively, as all othcr Churches may challenge a part of this dignity, but 
formally and explicitely to contend for this very head, The Headſhi 
and King ſhip of Jeſus Chriſt, the Prince of the Kings of the Earth, and 
his mediatory S#premacy over his own Kingdom of Grace, both viſi- 
ble and inviſible. This is Chrift*s Supremacy, a ſpecial radiant Jewel 
of his Imperial Crown : which, as it hath been as explicitely incroach- 
ed upon in Scotland, by his inſolent Enemies, as ever by any that en- 
tered in oppoſition to him, ſo it hath been more explicitely witneſſed 
* 3 and wreſtled for, by his Suffering Servants in that Land, than (in any 
e MY place of the World. This was in a particular manner, the Teſtimon 
25 Of that Period, during the Reign of King Fames the Sixth as it hath 
been in a great meaſure in our day, ſince the Year 1660, Which, as 
it is the moſt important Cauſe, of the greateſt Conſequence that Mor- 
tals can contend for; ſo it hath this Peculiar Glory in it, that it is 
not only for a Truth of Chriſt, of greater value than the ſtanding of 
Heaven and Earth, but alſo it is the very Truth for which Chriſt 
himſelf Dyed, conſidered as a Martyr ; And which concerns him to 
vindicate and maintain as a Monarch, The Witnefles of that day made 
ſach an high account of ir, that they encouraged one another ro ſuffer 
for it, as the greateſt Concern ; Being a Witneſs for ChriſÞs Glorious and 
free Monarchy, which as it js the end of the other two Offices, ſo the Teſti- 
\ »* | B mony 
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mony is more Glorious to God, more Honourable to his Son, and more 
Comfortable to them, than the Teſtimony either for his Prophetical 
Oikce, or for his Prieft-hood, becauſe his Kingdom was ſpecially im- 
pugned at the time; as Mr. Forbeſs and Mr. Welſh writ in a Letter to 
che Miniſters at Court. The Corruptions and Ufurpations wronging 
this Truth, _ that they contended againſt, were Prelacy. and the King's 
Supremacy in Eccleſiaſtical Matters: Which will be uſeful to hiat a lirtle, 
how they proſecuted the Conflict. When Sathan by ſeveral laſtruments 
and Means, both by force and frauds did endeavour to put a ſtop to 
the Reformation, by re-introducing the Antichriſtian Hierarchy of Pre. 
Li&y, when he could not reeſtabliſh the Antichriſtian Dottrine of Po- 
pery ; he left no means uneflayed toeffetuate it. And firſt he began to 
bring the name of B:ſbop in requeſt, that was now growing obſolete and 
odious. And indecd his firſt Eſſay reached little further than the bare 
Name, for they were to be Subject to, and tried by Aſſemblies, and 
hardly had ſo much power as Superintendents before. But it was a 
ine Court- juggle for Noblemen to get the Church Revenues into their 
hand, by reſtoring the Eccleſiaſtical Titles, and obtaining from the 
'Eitulars either | ho hr Lands, or Penſions to their Dependers, 
The faithful Servants of Chriſt did zealouſly oppoſe it. Mr. Knox 
denounced Aratheme to the Giver, and Anathema to the Receiver. And 
the following Aſſembly condemned the Office it ſelf, as having zo ſure 
Warrant, Anthority, nor Ground in the Book of God;, and ordained all that 
brooked the Office, to demit Simpliciter, and to deſiſt and ceaſe from Freach- 
ing, while thty received de novo admiſſion from the General Aſembly, under 
the Pain of Excommunication, In purſuance whereof, the Aſſemblies from 
that time until the Year 16841. did with much painfulneſs and fairhful- 
neks attend the work; until by perfeting of the ſecond Book of Diſ- 
cipline, they comwpleated their work, in the exact Model of Presbye- 
rial Government. hich was confirmed, and covenanted to be kept 
ipviolate, in the National Covenewt, Subſcribed that Year by the King, 
his Court, and Council ; and afterwards by all Ranks of People in the 
Land, W it may be doubted, whether the Impudence of the ſucceed- 
ing Prelates that denyed this, or their tral in breaking of it,. be greater. 
This. was but the firſt bruſh : A brisker Aſlault follows. Wherelo, for. 
the better eſtabliſhment of Prelacy, and not only Dicceſar but alſo m__ 
Prelacy might be ſ:t up, the Bart of Arran, and his wicked m- 
plices, move the King, contrary both to the Word. and Oath of God, 
ro uſurp. the Prerogative of Jeſus Chriſt, and aſſume to himſelf, a Blaſ- 
ous Monſter of Supremacy, over. all Perſons, and in all Cauſes, as 
well Eccleſiaſtical 8s Civil, Bux this alſo the Faithful Servants of Gad- 
gid worthily and valiantly reſiſt: And at the very firſt appearance of 
b it, 
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it, gave in a Grievance to the King, Anno 1582. That he had takes 
upon him a Spiritual Power, which properly belongs to Chriſt, as only K jng 
and Head of the Church ;, the Miniſtry and Execution whereof, is = given 
to ſuch as bear Office in the Eccleſiaſtical Government in the ſame : So that 
in the King's Perſon, ſome Men preſs 80 erelt a new Popedome, as thongb he 
would not be full King of this Common-wealth, unleſs as well the Spiritual 
as Temporal Sword be put in his hand, unleſs Chriſt be reft of his Awbority, 
and the two Furiſditions confounded, which God hath divided, which direftly 
rendeth to the Wrack of all true Religion, Which being preſented by the 
Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly ;, the Earl of Arran asked, with 
a Frowning Countenance, who dare Subſcribe theſe Treaſonable Arti- 
cles? Mr, Andrew Melvil anſwered, we dare, and will Subſcribe, and 
render our Lives in the Cauſe. And afterward, that ſame Aſſembly 
preſented Articles, ſhewing, that ſeeing the Spiritual Furiſatian of the 
Church is granted by Chriſt, and given only to them, thas by Preaching, 
Teaching, and Orefab, bear Office within the ſame, to be exerciſed, not 
by the Injunttions of Men, but by the only Rule of God's Word, bereafter, no 
ocher of whatſoever degree, or under whatſoever pretence, have any colour 
ro aſcribe, or to takg upon them any part thereof, either in placing or diſplacing 
of Miniſters, without the Churches admiſſ1on, or in ſtopping the Mouths of 
Preachers, or putting them to ſilence, or take upon them . Judgement of 
Tryal of Dottrine, &C. | 

But in cnmnge and Contradiction to this, and to Proſecute and 
Exert this new uſurped Power, Mr. Andrew Melril was ſommoned 
before the Secret Council, for a Sermon of his, applying his Doctrine 
to the Times Corruptions : Whereupon he gave in his Declinature a- 
gainſt them as incompetent Judges; and told them They were too bold, 
in a Conſtitute Chriſtian Church, to paſs by the Paſtors, Prophets, and 
Dottors, and to take upon them to judge the Dettrine, and to cantrowl the 
Ambaſſadours of 4 greater than was there, which they ncither ought wor car: 
do, There are (ith he, looſing a little Hebrew Bible from his Gurdle) 
my Inſtrudtions and Warrant , ſee if any of you Can controul me, that 1 
have paſt my Injunttions. For this he was decerned to be warded in the 
Caſtle of Edinburgh : But he conveyed himſclf ſecretly out of the 
Countrey. 

When as alſo a Convention in Faulkand was conſulting to call home 
the Papiſt Lords, Mr. Azdrew Melvil went thither uacalled ; and when 
fonnd faulc with by the King for his Boldnefs, ke anſwered, Sir, 1 have 
a Call to came here from Chriſt and his Church, who have ſpecial Intereſt in 
this Turn, and againſt whom this Convention is Afenbled direflly : 1 - 
you, and your Eftates, in the Name of Chriſt and his Church, that ye 
favour not bis Enemies, whom he hateth, nar £9 about to call bome nor make 

B 2 Citizen: 


» + 


(4) 
Citizens of theſe, &c. And further challenged them of Treaſon againſt 
Chriſt, his Church and Countrey, in that purpoſe they were about. 

About the ſame time in a private Conference with the King, he 
called the King, Gods ſilly Yaſſal ;, and taking him by the Sleeve, told 
him; Sir, I muſt tell you, there are two Kings, and two Kingdoms ;, There 
is Chriſt, and his Kingdom whoſe Subjett King James the 6th is, and of 
whoſe Kingdom he is not a King, nor a Head, nor a Lord, but a Member ;, 
And they whom Chriſt hath called to Watch over and Govern his Church, 
bave ſufficient Authority, and Power from him, which no Chriftian Kin 
ſhould controul, but ſi; otherwiſe they are not Faithful Subjetts to Chriſt, 
Sir, when you were in your Swadling-Clouts, Chriſt Reigned freely in this 
Land, in ſpight of all his Enemies; but now the Wiſdom of your Conncyl, 
ss Deviliſh and Pernicions, &c, 

To the like effeft, Mr. Robert Bruce, in a Sermon upon Pſal. 51, gives 
faithful warning of the Danger of the Times. 7: :s not we (fayes he) 
that are Partie in this Cauſe ;, nd, the Quarrel is betwixt 'a greater Prince 
and them, What are we, but filly Men ? Tet it has pieaſed him to ſet us 5y 
this es that we ſhould oppone to the manifeſt oof mncareds that is made 
upon his Spiritual Kingdom. Is there a more forcible means to draw down 
the Wrath of God, than to let Barrabas that nobilitate Malefattour paſs free, 
and to begin the War againſt Chriſt and bis Miniſtry * It putteth on the 
Copeſtone, that ſo many of our Brethren ſhould not be ſo faithful, a5 their 
calling and this Cauſe craveth, Fie upon falſe Brethren, to ſee them dumb, 
fo faint hearted, when it comes to the Chock : not only are they as aſhamed 
70 ſpeak, the thing they think, which is a ſhame in a Paſtor, byt ſpeak. 
direftly againſt their former Doftrine, They will ſpeak, the Truth , while, 
rill they be put at, but incontinent they will turn and make thejr Gifts 
Weapons ro fight againſt Chriſt, &c. 

Hereafter when the Parliament 1584. had Enacted this Supremacy, 
and Submiſſion to Prelacy, to be Subſcribed by all Miniſters; the faith- 
ful firſt direfted Mr. David Lindſay to the King, deſiring that nothing 
be done in Parliament prejudicial to the Churches Liberty : Who got 
the Priſon of Blackneſs for his pains. And then when: they could not 
get acceſs for ſhut doors to Proteſt before the Parliament ; yet, when 
the Afts were Proclaimed at the Croſs of — they took pub- 
tick Documents, in name of the Church of Scotland, (tho? they were 
but two) that they proteſted againſt the ſaid Acts: And fled to Eng- 
land, leaving behind them Reaſons that moved them to do ſo. And 
Mr. Femes Alvil, wrote againſt the Subſcribers at that time, proving, 
That had not only ſet up a new Pope, and ſo become Trajtours to Chriſt, 
and ſcended to that chief Error of Papiſtry, whereupon all the reſt de. 
pend ;, but further, in ſo doing they had granted more to the King, than ever 
the Popes of Rome peaceably obtained, &c. " Afﬀeer 
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- Afcer this it is known what bickerings the faichful Witrcliis of Chrit 
had, in their Conflicts with this Supremacy upon the account of Mr, 
David Blacks Declinature, which they both adviſed him to, and approy- 
ed when he gave it in, againſt the King and Council, as Judges of his 
Doftrine. And the Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly ordained 
all, to deal mightily with the power of the Word, againſt the Coun- 
cils Excroachments: For which they were charged to depart forth of 
Edinburgh. Afﬀcer which he added a ſecond Declinature : Declaring, 
There are two Juriſdiftions in this Realm, the one Spiritual, the other Civil ; 
the one reſpetting the Conſcience, the other Externals : T herefore, in ſo far 
as he was one of the Spiritual Office-berrers, and had diſcharged his Spiritual 
calling in ſome meaſure of Grace and Sincerity, ſhould not nor could not be 
Lawfully judged, for Preaching and applying the Word, by any Civil Power ; 
he being an Ambaſſadour and Meſſenger of the Lord Feſus, having hs 
Commiſſion from the King of Kings, and all his Inſtruttjons ſet down and 
limited in the Book, of God, that cannot be extended, abrid ed, or altered 
by any mortal Wight, King or Emperor ;, And ſeeing he was Thos to all ſorts, 
his Commiſſion and Diſcharge of it ſhould not nor cannot be Lawfully judged, 


by them to whom he was ſent, they being Sheep and not Paſtours, to be 
judged by the Word, and not to be judges thereof in a judicial way, The 


Imerloquutor being paſt againſt him tor this; the Brethren thought it 
Duty, that the Doctrine of the Preachers ſhould be directed againſt 
the ſaid nterloquutor, as againſt a ſtrong hold ſet up againſt the Lord 
Jeſus, and the freedom of the Goſpel; and Praiſed God for the Force 
and Unity of the Spirit, that was among themſelves. And being 
charged to depart out of Town, they leave a faithful Declaration ar 
large z ſhewing, how the Liherties of the Church were invaded and 
robbed : And when the Miniſters were troubled .upon Mr. Blacks bufi- 
neſs, and there was an intention to pull them our of their Pulpits, 
the General Aſſembly adviſed them to ſtand to the Diſcharge of theic 
Calling, if their Flocks would fave them from Violence ; and yet this 
Violence was expected from the King and his Emiſlaries. And when 
Mr. Black had a Remiſlion offered to him, refus'd it altogether, leſt 
doing he ſhould condemn himſelf and approve the Courts Proceedings : 
And the Brethren conferring with the Counſellors, craving that ſome 
penalty ſhould be condeſcended unto for ſatisfying his Majeſty in his 
Honour, would not condeſcend to any how light ſcever; leſt thereby 
they ſhould ſeem to approve the Judicatory and their proceeding. The 
impriſoned Miniſters, for declining the Council, had it in their offer, 
that if they would without any confeffion of offence only ſubmit them- 
ſelves to his Majeſty, pro ſcandalo accepto, non dato, they ſhould be re- 
ſtored to their places; But they could not do it withour betraying. the 

Cauſe of Thrift, The 
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"The Miniſters of Edinburgh were committed to Ward, for refuling 


-to pray for the-Queen, before her Execution in Fethringan Caſtle 1 586, 


they refuſed not ſimply to. pray for ber, but for the Preſervation of 
her Life, as if ſhe had been innocent of the Crimes laid to ber charge, 
which had imparted a Condemnation of the Proceedings againſt her. 

Afterwards in the Year +600. the Miniſters of Edinbwgt would not 
Praiſe God for the Delivery of the King, from a Conſpiracy of the 
Earl of Gowrie at that time, of which they had oo Credit, nor aſſu- 
rance; and would not crave Parden for it neither. For this Mr. 
Robert Bruce, was deprived of the Exerciſe of bis Miniſtry, and never 
obtained it again at Edinburgh, 

But all this was nothing, in Compariſon of their 'wreſtlings for 
the Royalties of their Princely Maſter, and Priviledges of his King- 
dome, againſt that Tyrants Inſolencies, efter be obtained the Crown 
of England. For then he would not ſuffer the Church to indi her 
own Aſlemblies. And when the faithful thought themſelves obliged 


to connteradt his Encroachments, and therefore convened in an Aſlem- + 
bly at Aberadcer, Anno 1605. they were forced to diſſolve: And there- . 


after the moſt eminent of the Miniſters there Allembled, were Tran- 
ſported Priſoners to Bleckreſs, Whence being cited before the Coun- 
cil, they decline their Judicatory, And one of their Brethren, Mr, 


- Robert Yonngfon, who had formerly ſuccumbed, being moy*d in Can- 


ſcience, returned : And, when the reſt were ſtanding before the Coun- 
cil, deſired to be heard ; and acknowledged his Fault, and Subſcribed 
the Declinature with the reſt. And for this they were Arraigned, and 
Condemned, as Guilty of Treaſon, and Baniſhed. -Before the Exe- 
cution of which Sentence, Mr. Welſh wrote to the Lady Fleming, to 


this effet ; - What am 1, that be fond firſt have called me, and then Con- | 
ftitated me a Miniſter of glad things, of the Goſpel of Salvation, theſe | 
fifteen Tears already, and now laſt of all to be a ſufferer for his Cauſe and | 


Kingdow ? To witneſs that good Confeſſion, that Feſus Chriſt is the King 
of Saims, and that bis Church is « moſt free Kingdom, yea as. free as an 
Kingdom under Heaven, not only to Convocate, Hold, and keep ber Mret- 
ings, Corvazions and Aﬀſembizes * But alſo to judge of all ber Affairs in 
all ber Meetings and Corventions, among his Members and Subjects, Theſe 
ewe points, (1) That Chriſt is the Head of bis Church, (2) That ſhe is 
free in ber Goverament from all other | Furiſdittion, except Chriſt's, are the 
ſpecial Cauſe of onr Hepriſenment., being wow conviid as Traytors, for main. 
taining thereof. We have now been waiting [,mith joyfwineſs to give the laſt 
of carr Blood in Confirmation thereof, Jf it would pleaſe our God 
to be ſo favourable, as 10 Honour us with that Digmty, 

After this, the Kipg reſolving by Parliament to advance the Eſtate 


of 


'Þ 


(9) 


* of Biſhops again, 2s in the time of Popery, without Cautions, as be- 
” fore; and further to eſtabliſh not only that Amtichriſtian Hierarchy, 
” but an Eraſtian Supremacy ; The faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, thoughe 
” themſelves bound in Conſcience to proteſt. And accordingly they 
' offered a faithful Proteſtation to the Parliament July 1606. obteſting, 


That they would reſerve into the Lords own hands, that Glory which he will 
communicate neither with Man nor Angel; to wit, t0 preſeribe from his 
Holy Mountain a lively Pattern, according to which his own Tabernacle 

ld be formed : Remembring always, that there is n0 abſolute and un- 
doubted Authority im this World, except the Soveraign Authority of Chriſt 
the King ;, to whom it belongeth as properly to rule the Church, according 
to the good Pleaſure of his own Will, as ut belongeth to ſave his Church by 
the Merit of his own Sufferings : All other Authority is ſo entrenched within: 
the Marches of Divine Command, that the leaſt overpaſſing of the Bounds 
ſet by God himſelf, bring Men under the fearful expettation of Temporal 
and Eternal Fudgements, &c. : 

Yet notwithſtanding of all oppoſition, Prelacy was again reſtored in 
Parliament. And, to bring all ro a complyance with the ſame, Pres- 
byteries and Synods univerſally charged, under higheſt pains, to ad- 
mit a Conſtant Moderator without change : which-many refuſed reſolutely, 
as being the firſt ſtep of Prelacy. Upon this followed a great Petſe- 
cution of the faithful, for their Nonconformity, managed by that 
Mongrel and Monſtrous kind of Court, made up of Clergy-men, and 
States-men, called the High Commiſſion Court, erected anno £570. where- 
by many honeſt Men were put violently from their Charges and 
Habitations 3 the Generality were involved in a great and fearfu! 
Defection. ; 

But the Copeſtone of the wickednefs of that Period, was the Ratif. 
cation of the five Articles of Perth z kneeling at the Communion, private 
Communion to be given to the Sick, private Baptiſm, and Confirmation of 
Children by the Biſhop, and Obſervation of Feſtival Days, Which were 
much oppoſed and reſtified againſt by the faithful, from their firſt 
hatching Ammo 1618. to the Year 1621, when they were ratified ir. 
Parliament, -And' againſt this the Teſtimony of the faithful continu- 
ed, till the Revolmion Ano 1638, 

The following Period, from the Year 16338 to 1660, continnes and 
advances the Teſtimony, to the greateſt heighth of purity and power, 
that eicher this Church, or any other did ever arrire unto, We ſhal: 
give a-ſhort deduftion of the rife, progres, and end of the Con- 
tendings of that Period, 1 OG x1 

In the midft of the forementioned Miferics and Miſchiefs, that th- 
Pride of Prelacy and Tyrannical Supremacy had multiplied beyond 

* | meaſure 
wth, 
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w:aſure vpon this Church and Nation, and at the heighth of all their 
haughtinels, when they were ſetting up their Dagon, and erefting Al- 
tars for him, 1mpoling' the Service Book, and Book of Cannons, &c, 
The Lords People were ſurprized with a ſudden unexpected Delive- 
rance,. by very deſpicable means; eyen the oppoſitioa of a few weak 
Women ; which afterwards. was followed out with more Maſculine fer- 
vor, accoſting King and Council with Pititions, Remonſtrances, Pro- 
teſtations, and Teſtimonies againſt the Innovations, and reſolving up- 
on a mutual ConjunCction, to defend Religion, Lives, and Liberties, 
againſt all that would innovate or invade them, To fortifie which, 
all the Friends to the Liberty of the Nation, did ſolemnly renew the 
National Covenant ; which though in is ſelf obligeing to the Condemna- | 
tion of Prelatical Hierarchy, and clearly enough confirming Presbyterial | 
Government, yet they engaged unto it with an enlargement to ſuſpend the 
Practice of Novations already introduced, and the approbation of the 
Corruptions of the preſent Government, with the late places and Pow- 
er of Church Mcn, till] they bz tryed ia a free General Aſſembly. 
Which was obtained that ſame Year, and indicted at Glaſgow: And 
there, notwithſtanding all the oppoſition that the King's Commillioner 
could make, by Proteſtations and Proclamations to dillolve ir, the ſix 
preceding Aſlemblies eſtabliſhing Prelacy were annulled, the Service | 
Book, and High Commiſſion were condemned ; all the Biſhops were 
depoſed, and their Government declared to be abjured in that Nati- Þ 
onal Covenant; tho? many had, through the Commiſſioners perſwa- ! 
fions, ſubſcribed it in another Senſe without that application: As alſo | 
the five Articles of Perth were there diſcovered to have been incc:- 
ſiſtent with that Covenant and Confeſlion, and the Civil places and 
power of Church Men were diſproved and rejected : On the other hand, 
Presbyterial Government was juſtified and approved, and an Act was 
paſſed, for keeping Yearly General Aſſemblies. 

This was a bold beginning ; out-braving all difficulcies, Which 
in the foilowing Year were much encreaſed, by the Prelates and their 
partakers, Rendezyouzing their Forces under the Kings perſonal 
Standard, and menacing nothing but Miſery to-the zealous Covenan- 
ters: Yet when they found them prepared to reſiſt, were forced to 
yield to a Ratification, concluding that an Aſſembly and Parliament 
ſhould be held for healing all Grievances of Church and State. In 
which Aſſembly at Edinburgh, the Covenant is ratified and ſubſcribed 
by the Earl of Traquaire Commiſſioner, and enjoyned to be ſubſcribed by 
the Body of the whole Land, with an explication expreſly concerning 
the five Articles of Perth, the Government of Biſhops, the Civil places 
and power of Church Men. Eto 4 
ata l But 

- 


# lacy, yet fundry Forms of Church Government were projected to be 
- | ſetup in the room thereof, chiefly the Independent Order : Therefore 
” the Brethren in England wrote to the Aſſembly then ſitting at Edinburgh, 
! who gave them anſwer in behalf of the Presbyterial Government. So 
* from henceforth the Aſſembly did iaceſlantly urge Vniformity in Refor- 


(9) 
But the Year following, King and Prelates, - with their Abettors, 
o to Arms again ; but were fain to accommodate the matter'/by a new 
acification, whereby all Civil and Religions, Faghes were ratified, 
And inthe following Year 1641, by Laws, Oaths, Promiſes, Subſcripti- 
ons 'of King and Parliament, fully confirmed ; the King, Charles the 
Firſt, being preſent, and conſenting to all. | 
But the Kin dom of our Lord Jeſus being thus adyanced, the Glory 
of the Lord dia ſhine upon us with ſuck Splendor, thai it awaked Eng- 
lard, and animated the Lords People there t0 aſpire to the like Refor- 
mation. ' For advice in which, becauſe, tho? all- agreed to caſt off Pre- 


oe 


mation, with their Brethren in England, as the chiefeſt of their De- 
ſires, Prayers and Cares. And ''in the Year 1643 prevailed ſo far, 
that the Engliſh Parliament did firſt deſire that the two Nations might 
be ſtritly united for their mutual defence againſt the Prelatical FaQtion 
and their Adherents in both —— and not to lay down Arms, 
till theſe implacable Enemies ſhould be brought in SubjeCtion; and did 
inſtantly urge for help and aſliſtance from Scotland, Which being 


* ſent, did return with an Olive-branch of Peace, and not without ſome 


beginning of a Reformation in England. And afterwards a Blood 

War beginning between the King and Parliament, with great ſucceſs 
on the Kings ſide, Commiſſioners were ſent from both. Houſes to Scoe- 
land, earneſtly inviting to a nearer Union of the Kingdoms, and deſi- 


| ring aſſiſtance from this Nation to their Brethren in that their $reak 
tne 


diſtreſs. And this produced the Solemn League and Covenant © 
three Kingdoms, firſt drawn up in Scotland, and approved in the Aſ- 
ſembly at, Edinburgh, ,and afterward embraced in Exgland. This is 
that Covenant comprehending the purpoſe, of all Priqr, agd the Pat- 
tern of all Poſterior Covenants ;- which the Repreſentative of Church 
and State-in the three Nations did ſolemnly Subſcribe and Swear, for 
themſelves and Poſterity ;; and of. which the Obligatioh cannot be Diſan- 
null'd, Diſabled, or Diſpenſed, by any Power. on Earth. Aad this 
Covenant was rigorouſly impoſed upon all Recuſants; who were wick- 
ed Enemies to God, and Church, and Nation, and for their Malignancy 
were then to be Profecuted, not for their Scrupling at a Covenant, 
but for their contumacious contempt of a Law. This was ng, yiolence 
done to their Conſcience; for as_they had none, and conld'not pre- 
tend to 2ny, 0 they were never FLDY for that, but for their oppoliticn 
ae | | - and 


—— 


; ping 'Guiley of rhe ſhedding of the Blood of many Tho 
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and confpiracy againſt the common Caufe. moWeyer it went throngh 
| Scan _ 5 nd boy the Copenapted Ret ration, in 3 nearer 
Zonjunttion betwixt the paired Churches, might be promored, the 
Parliament of Epglignd ealled an Afembly 'of | ivines at Weſtmpuſter-: 
And defired the Aﬀembly of Scotland to Tend thither their Canimilli- 
oners ; and they accordipgly nominated and elefted, Mr. Alexander Hen- 
derſon, Mr. Rovert Dougie, Mr. Samuel Rutherford, Mr. Robert Baille 
Mr. George Gille niſters; and Fab» Ear of Capils, John Lord 
) 


the Partiament-of Zngland: Which. were favoured with great ſacceſs 
al overthrow 


falf, ani his Pofterity, under the Wrath of the Tha God, for bis 


ands of 's beſt 


ly the condytion of 
aff airs there was changed to the better , and our Forces ſent into that King 
F F rhat Covenant, have been ſo manifeſtly and meroifaly 


thus,. 
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thus, Feb. 14; 1645. Sell. 13. Unleſs Men will blot out of their Hearts the 
| , they muſt now oy never appear attzvely, 


each one ſtretching himſelf to, yea bis power. It 5s no time to dall 
range by halves, nor be almoſt but altogether ——_ 


cle & be that doth the work, of the Lord negligently, If we have been 
forward t0 aſſiſt our Neighbour Kingdoms, ſhall me to defend our own ? 


Or ſhall the Enemies of 


Mini 
Cauſe; ſome acconnting 4t 4 point of Wiſdom 10 ſpeak, ambiguonſly, whereof 
the remedy is, F. 15. That beſide all other ſcandals, fence and ambiguous 
ſpeaking, in the publick Cauſe, be ſtaſonably Ceuſured, Gen. Af, Edin. 
June, 13. 3646.) ACt for Cenfuring the Complyers with the publick 
Enemies of this Church and Kingdom, Gen. A. Edin. Jun. 17. 1646. 
Sel. 4. Where 1 judge it 4 great and ſcandalow Provocation, and 
grievous defettion from the publick Cauſe, to comply with theſe Malignants, 
;n any degree, even to procure Protettions from them, or to have invited them 
to their Houſes, or to be Guilty of any ſuch Groſs degrees of Complyance ;, 
Cenſured to be ſuſpended from the Communion, and while they acknowledge 
their Offence, And Gen. Al. Aug. 24. 1647. Seſl. 19; Afiniſters are Charged, 
as they have occaſion from the Text of Scripture, to reprove the Sins and Er- 
rors, and preſs the Duties of the Time, and in all theſe to obſerve the Rules 
preſcribed by the Aits of Aſſembly, wherein if thty be negligent, they are 
ro be Cenſured, And July ult. 1648. Seſl. x. in their Declaration con- 
cerning the unlawful Engagement, they ſay : S«ppoſe che Ends of that 
Engagement be good (as they are mot) yet the means ways of Proſecution 
are unlawful ;, becanſe there is not an equal avoiding of Rocks on both hands, 
but a joyning with —_— to ſuppreſs Sett aries, a joining hands with a 
black Devil to beat a white Devil, And Aug. 3. 1648. All Minifters that 
do wot apply their Dottrine to the Corrupt rons of the Time, which is the Pa- 
ftoral Gift, and that art cold or manting of Spiritual zeal, Diſſembling of 
Publick, Sins, are appointed to be Cenſured even to Deprivation ; for forbear- 
ing or paſſing in ſilence tht Errors and Exorbit ances of Setaries in England, 
or the Defetzons current at hame, the Plots 'and Prattices of Matignants, 
the Principles and Tenets of Eraftianiſm ; And'if they be found 100 ſparing, 
General or Ambiguous in their Applications or Reproofs, they are to be depoſed, 
for being pleaſers of Men rather than ſervers of Chrift, for giving themſelves 
to a deteſt able indifferency & neutrality in rhe Cauſe of 'Ged, for defrauding 
tht Soul» of People, ny 4 being Guilty of the Blood” of Souts,” in not giving 
them warning. 5:e alſo their ſeaſonable and necefiary Warning FJaly. 27, 
1649. Thus did theſe famons Fathers give us a perfet Pattern of py- 
ricy and ſtritne(s, in oppoftion vo all degrees of Conformity and Com- 
plyzncc-=**h the Corruptions of = Time, 

- 2 In 


('r2) 
In the mean while, the Malignants in England being eruſhed in all 
their Projefts, the King renders himſelf to the Scots in Newcaſtle: By 
whom (becauſe by Covenant they -were not obliged to' defend him, 
but only in defence of Religion and Liberty, which he had-been de- 
ſtroying, and they defending ; betauſe in this War he did directly 
oppoſe and oppugn theſe Conditions, "under which they were only to 
defend him, and therefore they had all along carried towards him as © 

an Enemy, as he to them; And becauſe by the ſame Covenant they 

were obliged to diſcover, and render to condign Puniſhment all Malig- 
nants of, whom he was the chief, and to aſſiſt mutually all entred into ® 
that Covenant) he was delivered up unto the 'Englzſb, and kept under 
reſtraint'in the 7/le-of Wight, until be was Condemned and Executed, 
Jan, 30. 1644, Which FaCt, tho? it was proteſted againſt both before and © 
after by the Aſſembly of the Church of Scorland, out of zeal againſt the © 
Sectarians, the Executioners of that extraordinary Ac of Juſtice; yet 
it was more for the Manner, than for the'matter, and more for the 
Motives and Ends of it, 'than for the Grounds of ir, that they oppoſed © 
themſelves to 'it, and reſented it. For they acknowledged and re- * 
moiſtrated to himſelf, the Truth of all theſe things upon which that | 
Sentence and Execution of Juſtice was founded. And when the un- 
lawful Engagement was on foot to Reſcue him, they oppoſed it with all 7 
their might : Shewing, in their Anſwers to the Eſtates that Year, 1648; Z 
and Declarations and Remonſtrances, the ſinfulneſs and deſtructiveneſs * 
of that Engagement; that it was a breach of the Commandments of 
God, and. of all the Articles of the Covenant : Declaring with all 
(Fuly alt.) they would never conſent to the King's Reſtitution to the 
exerciſe of his Power, till ſecurity ſhould -be had, Zy Solemn Oath under © 
his Hand and Seal, that be ſhall for himſelf and Succeſſors, give his ſen 
to all Afts and Bills for enjuyning Presbyterial Government, and never make © 
oppoſition to it, nor endeavour any change thereof. July ult. 1648, Seſl: 21, 7 
By which it appears, they were not ſo ſtupidly loyal, as ſome would | 
make them. | , 
| Yet there was too much of this Plague of the Xings-evil even among þ 
good Men: For after the Death.of Charles the Firſt, in the Year 1649, 
they began. to think-of joyning once more with the Malignants, and 
taking into their Boſoms theſe Serpents which had formerly ſtung them 
to Death. There was indeed at that time a Party faithful for God, 
who conſidering the many Breaches of the Solemn League and Covye- 
nant, and particularly by the late Engagement againft England, did ſo 
Travel, that they: procured the Covenant to be renewed, with the So. 
lemn Acknowledgment of Sins, and Engagement to Duties, which was uni. 
verſally Subſcribed and ſworn through all the Land ; wherein alſo they 
hs 1 regret 


p 
4 


they 
pret 
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regret this tampering with Malignantss Whereupon they ſubdued 
their Adverſaries at Sterling, and in the North they Cid alio give 
Warning :concerning the Young King, that notwithſtanding of rhe Lords 
Hand againſt bis Father, yet he hearkens to the Councils of thoſe, nho were 
Authors of theſe Msſeries to bis Father ; 7 which it hath cone to paſs, that 
be bath hitherto refuſed to grant the juſt ana neceſſary deſires of the Church and 
Kingdom, for ſecuring of Religion and Liberty ; And it is mich to be feared, 
that theſe wicked Cqugſellors, may ſo far prevail upon him, as to engage lim 
in a War, for overturning the Work of God, and bearing dons all thoſe in 
the three Kingdoms that adhere thereto, Which if be ſhall 43, cannot but 
bring great Wrath from the Lord upon himſelf and Throne, ard ntſt be tbe 
cauſe of many new and great Miſeries and Calamities to theſe Lands, And, 
whereas many would have admitted his Majefty to the Exerciſe of his Royal 
Power, upon any Terms whatſoever, the Aſſembly declares, That in the League 
and Covenant the duty of defending and preſerving the King is ſubordinate 
to the duty of preſerving Religion and Liberty: And therefore, be ſtanding 
in oppoſition to the publick deſires of the People for their ſecurity, it were a 
manifeſh breach of Covenant, and a preferring the Kings Interejt to the In- 
tereſt. of Feſus Chriſt, to bring him to the Exerciſe of his Power. And 
therefore, if his Majeſty, or any having or pretending Power and Commiſſion 
from him, ſhall invaae this Kingdom, n pretext of eſtabliſhing him in the 
Exerciſe of his Royal Power ; as it will be an high Provocation againſt God, 
to: be acceſſary. or aſſiſting thereto, ſo it will be a neceſſary Duty to reſiſt and 
ſe: the ſame, July 27. 1649. Sell. 27. And when the bringing home 
of the. King came to be voted in the Aſſembly, there was one faithful 
Witneſs,: Mr. Adam Kae Miniſter, in Gallaway, proteſted agaig/t it. 
+ - But notwithſtanding of rheſe Convittions, Warning, yea and Diſ- 
coveries of the Kings Malignancy; They ſent Commiſſioners, and 
concluded a Treaty with him at Breds. During which Treaty, the 
Commiſſions which he had ſent to Montroſe, and his Complices, were 
brought to the Commirtee of Eſtates, diſcovering what fort of King 
they were treating with. Whereupon the Eſtates cencluded to break 
off the Treaty, and recal their Commiſſiogers. To which intent, 
they ſent an Expreſs with Letters to Breda ; which falling into the 
hands of Libbertone, was by him, without the knowledge of the other 
Commiſſioners, delivered unto the King: Who then found it his in- 
tereſt to diſſemble. And ſo ſending for the Commiſſioners, hs made 
a flattering .Speech to them, ſhewing that now after ſerious dclibera- 
tion he was reſolved to comply. with all their Propoſals. Whereupon 
the Commillioners diſpatch t oſt back with Letters, full of praiſe 
and joy, for the ſatisfaftion tHey had received. 
The Eſtates, being over-ſwayed more with reſpe&t to thcir own 
Credit - 
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* Credit (which they thought ſhould be impeached, if they ſhould retract 
their own Plenipotentiary Inſtruftions, to conclude the Treaty 
the Kings aſlent to their Conditions) than to their reclamant Confcien- 
ces, they reſolved to bring home the King. Yet they thought to mend 
the matter, by binding him with all Cords, and putting hin eo all 
moſt explicite Engagements, before he ſhould receive the 181 
Crown, Well, upon theſe Terms home he comes: And before he ſet 
his Foot on Britiſh Ground, he takes the Covenant. Ard the Com- 
miſſion of the General Aﬀembly precluded his Admittance to the Crown, 
if he ſhould refoſe the then required fatisfaftion, before his Corona» | 
tion, by their A at the op <orray Aung. 13. 1690, Which is this, | 
The Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, conſidering thas there may be juſt 
Gromnd of ſtumblirig, from the Kings Majefties refuſing ro ſubſcribe and en« | 
cite the Declaration offered to him by the Committee of Eſtates, and the | 
Commiſſion of the Gentral Aſſembly concerning his former Carriage and Re. | 
folutions for the future, mm Reference to the Cauſe of God, and the | 
Enemies and Friends thereof ; doth therefire declare, That this Kirk and | 
Kingdom doth not own or eſpouſe any Malignant Party, or Quarrel, or In« 
rereſt, but that they fight meerly upon therr former Grounds and Principles, | 
and in the defence of the Cauſe of Gol, and of the Kingdom, as they have | 
done theſe twelve Tears paſt : And therefore, as they diſelaim all the Sin and | 
Guilt of the King and of his Houſe, ſo they will not own him nor his Inte» © 
#eſt, otherwiſe than with a Subordination to God, and ſo far 4s be onus and | 
Proſecutes the Cauſe of God, and diſclaims his and his Fathers Oppoſition to | 
the Work, of Goa, and to the Covenant, and likewiſe all the Enemees thereof z 
And that they will with convenient ſpeed take mnto Conſideration the Papers | 
lately ſent uno them by Oliver Cromwell, and vinurcate themſelves from | 
all the falſhoods contained therein ; eſpecially in theſe things whereen the quar= 
rel berwixe #s and that Party is Mis-ſtated, as if we owned the late Kings 
Proceedings, and were reſolved ro Proſecute and Maintain Fs Preſent 
Majeſties Intereſt, before and withont acknowledging of 1be Sin of his Houſe 
and former ways, and ſatisfattion to Gods People in both Kingdoms. A, Ker. 
And that 1ame day, The Committee of Eftates, having ſeen and con« 
ſidered a Declaration of the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, anent the 
ftating the Quarrel wherein the Army is to fight, do approve the ſame, and 
heartily concur therein. Tho. Henderſon. ; 
Whereupon thereafter, he encites that Declatation at Drumfermiing, 
Wherein, Profeſſing and appearing jt the full perſwaſion and Love of the 
Truth, he repenteth (as having to ao hifi the fight of God) his F athers 
oppoſition to the Covenant and Work of ou and his onn Relubt ances againſt 
the ſame, heping for Mercy through the Blood of Tefus Chriſt, and cbteſting 
the Prayers of the Faithful fo Got, for his ſtedfaſtneſs 5 ora then Preteſt- 
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ins bis Truth aud Sincerity in entring auto the Oath of God, reſolving to 
Mbſceate the Ends of the Covenant to bis utmoſt, and to have with it the 
ſame common Friends aud Enemies, exborting all to lay down their Enmity 
againſt the Cauſe of God, and not to prefer Mans Intereſt to Gods, which 
well prove an 1aol of 'Fealouſie to Provokg the Lord, and be himſelf account - 
eth to be but ſelfiſh Flatteries, Then at this Coronation, the Aion 
commenceth with his moſt ſolemn renewing of the National and $o- 
lemn League and «Covenant. SEW. 

reafter in.the Year 1651. followed the Ratification of all theſe 

ing Treaties, Tranſactions, and Engagements, concluded and 
enacted by the King, and the Parliament ; whereby the ſame did Paſs 
into a Perpetual Law. And this Covenant, which from the beginning 
* was and is the moſt ſure and indiſpenſible Oath of God, became ar 
7 levgth the very Fundamental Law of the Kingdom, whereon all the 
” Rights or Priviledges, either of King or People, are principally bot-- 


” tomed and ſecured. 


After this it came to paſs, that zeal for the cauſe rightly ſtated was 
} ſuddenly contracted to a few; whereby a plaia defeCtion was vio- 
7 4ently carried on by the Publick, Reſolutioners, who relapſing into that 
! moſt Sinful Conjunttioa with the Malignants, did bring them into 
! -places of Power and Truſt, in -Judicatories -and Armies, in -a more 
 Politick than Pious way, requiring of them a conſtrained and diſſembled: 
= Repentance, which Retleftion did cauſe the fieſt Diviſion of that king, 
and moſt permanent of any that ever -was in the Church of Scotland; 
by reaſon of the ſurceaſe of General Aſſemblies, ſtopped and hindered 
by the Yoke of the Seftarian Uſurpers: And it has been the ſpring 
and fource of all our Refleftions ſince. Upon this our Land was in- 
vaded by Oliver Cromwell, who defeated our Army at Dunbar. Next, 
an Army being raiſed, according to theſe unhallowed Reſolutions, was 
totally routed at Worceſter ; And -the King forced to hide himſelf in 
the Oak, and thence to tranſport himſelf beyond Sea, where he con- 
tinued in Exile, till the Year 1660. 

Yet there was ſtill a fairhful Remnant of Miniſters and Profeſſors, 
zealous for the Cauſe, keeping their Integrity ; who in their Remon- 
ſtrances and Teſtimonies witneſſed againſt both their Malignant Ene- 
mies, and their backſliding Brethren the Refolutioners: And alſo a- 
gainſt the Seftarians their Invaders z whoſe vaſt Toleration and Li. 
berty of Conſcience, which they brought in-to invade our Religion as 
they invaded our Land, and infeft it with their Moltifarious Errors 
was particularly by the Synod of Fife, and other Brethren in the Mi- 
niſtry that joyned themſelves to them, teſtified againſt, and demon- 
ſtrated to be wigked and intollerable. But in the mean time, the 
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Setarian Army here prevailed, till. after the Uſurper Cromwel his 
Death z fork then General, with a: Combination of Malignants and 
publick Reſolutiogers, did bring home the King to England from his 
Baniſhment, | | 
Now comes the laſt Cataſtrophe of the Deformation of the Church 
of Scotland, which in a retrograde motion hath gradually been grow- 
ing theſe 27 Years, going back through all the ſteps by which the Re- 
formation aſcended, till now ſhe is reduced to the very Border of that 
Babilor, from whence ſhe took her departure. Through all which ſteps 
notwithſtanding, to this day, Scotland hath never. wanted a Witneſs 
for Chriſt, agaioſt all the various ſteps of the Enemies advancings, 
and of profeſled Friends declinings. Though the Teſtimony hath had 
ſome Singularities, in that it hath been attended with more diſadvan- 
tages,. by reaſon of the Enemies greater .prevalency, and Friends de- 
Hiciency, and greater want of ſignificant Aſſertors, than any formerly, 
in that it hath been intangled in more multifarious Intricacies - of que- 
ſions and debates; and Diviſions among the Aſſertors themſelves ; In 
that it hath been intended and- extended to a greater meaſure, both 
-a5- to matter and manner of contendings againſt the Adverſaries, and 
ſtated ypon nicer points, more earneſtly Proſecuted and tenaciouſly main- 
tain*d, than any formerly; to that it hath bad more oppoſition and 
contradiction, and leſs Countenance from. profeſied Friends to the Re- 
formation, either at home or abroad, than any-formerly. And yet it 
hath been both ACftive and Paſſive, both againſt Enemies and Friegds ; 
and in Cumulo ſtated againſt Atheiſm, Popery, Prelacy, and Eraſtian 
Supremacy, and extended in a particular manner againſt Tyranny. And 
not only againſt the ſubſtance. and eſſence of theſe in . the Abſtra@, 
but againſt Subſtance and Circumſtance, Abſtratt and Concrete, Roox 
and Branch, Head and Tail of them, and all complying with them, 
. conforming to them, or countenancing of them, or any thing con- 
duCtive for them, or deduced from them, any manner of way, direCt- 
ly or indireftly, formally or interpretatively. This is that extenſive 
and yery:comprehenſive Teſtimony, which in all its parts, points, and 
particles is moſt directly relative, and dilucidly reducible, to, a com- 
plex Witneſs for the Declarative Glory of Chriſts Kingſbip. and Head- 

. o ip over, All, . as he. is God, and as he is Mediator. , 
| The managewent of this Teſtimony was thus. King Charles the 
- Secand upon, his'ReturndireCted a Letter to the Presbytery of Edinburgh, 
" declaring he was reſolved to protett and preſerve the Government of thi 
' Church of Scotland, as it is ſettled by Law, without Violation, Whereir 
4c was obſerved he ſpake never 8 word of the Covenant, our Aagy 
Charta of Religion and Righteouſneſs, bur only of Law ; by which.bg 


means 
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meant the Prelatical Church, as it was ſettled by the Law of his &a- 
ther, ſince which time he reckoned there was no Law, but Rebellion. 
This was a piece and prelude of our baſe Defeftion, that we were ſo 
far from withſtanding, that we did not ſo much as witneſs againſt the 
Readmiſſion and Reſtauration of the Head and Tail of Malignants, 
but let them come in peaceably to the Throne, without any Security 
to the Covenanted Cauſe, and by pliece-meal, at their own eaſe, lei- 
ſure, and pleaſure, to overturn all the Work of God, and reintro- 
duce the Old Antichriſtian Yoke of abjured Prelacy, and Blaſphemous 
Sacrilegious Supremacy, and abſolute Arbitrary Tyranny, with all their 
abominations : W hich he, anc with him the Genecalicy of our Nobility, 
Gentry, Clergy, and Commonality, did promote and propagate, un- 
till the Nation was involved in the greateſt Revolt from, and Rebel- 
lion againſt God, that ever could be recorded in any Age or Genera- 
tion : Nay, attended with greater and groſſer Aggravations, than ever 
any could be capable of before ns, who have had the greateſt Privi- 
ledges that ever any Church had, ſince the National Church of the 
Jews, the greateſt light, the greateſt effefts of matchleſs magnified 
Love, the greateſt Convictions of Sin, the greateſt Reſolutions and 
Solemn Engagements againſt it, and th: greateſt Reformation from it, 
that ever any had to abuſe and affront : O Heavens ! Be Aſtoniſhed at 
this, and Horribly afraid ! For Scotland hath changed her Glory, and 
the Crown hath faln from off her Head, by an unparallelled Apoſtacy, 
a free and voluntary, wilful and deliberate Apoſtacy, an ayowed and 
declared and authorized Apoſtacy, a moſt univerſal and every way 
unprecedented Apoſtacy. 

Theſe Enemies of God, having once got footing again, with the 
favour and fawnings of the Fooliſh Nation, went on fervently to fur- 
ther and promote their fooliſh Deſign : And meeting with no oppoſition 
at firſt did encourage themſelves to begin boldly. Wherefore, hearing 
of ſome Miniſters peaceably Aſſembled, to draw up a Monitory Letter 
to the King, minding him of his Covenant, Engagements and Promiſes, 
(which was tho? weak, yet the firſt Witneſs and Warning againſt that 
Heaven-daring Wickedneſs then begun) they Cruelly incarcerate them ; 
Having bereby much daunted the Miniſtry from their Duty in that day, 
for fear of the like unuſual and outragions uſage. 

The Parliament convenes Jan. 1. 1661. without ſo much as a Proteſta- 
tion for Religion, and Liberty given'in to them. And there, in the 
firſt place, they frame and take the Oath of Supremacy, Examtorating : 
Chriſt, and inveſting his uſurping Enemy with the ſpoils of his rob- + 
bed Prerogative, acknowledging the King only Supreme Governowr over 
all Perſors and in all Cauſes, and that = Power and Furiſdifttion muſt noe 
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be declined. Whereby under all Perſons and Ca#ſes, all Church-con- 
cerns of Chriſt, are comprehended : And if the Kiog ſhall take upon 
him to judge their Dottrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline or Government, he 
muſt not be declined as an Incompetent Judge. Which laid the Foun- 
dation for all this Bable they have built ſince, and of all this War that 
hath been waged againſt the Son of God, and did introduce all this 
Tyranny and abſolute Power which hath been ſince carried to its Com- 
plement, ' and made the Kings Throne the Foundation of all the ſuc- 
ceeding Perjury and Apoſtacy. ; 

Yet, tho? then our Synods and Presbyteries were not. diſcharged, 
but might have had acceſs in ſome Concurrence to witneſs againſt this 
horrid Invaſion upon Chriſts Prerogative and the Churches Priviledge, no 
joint Teſtimony was given againſt it, except that ſome were found Wit- 
neſling againſt it in their Singular Capacity by themſelves. As faithful 
Mr." Fames Guſhire, who had been Honoured of God to be zealous and 
ſingularly faithful in carrying on the Work of Reformation, and for 
declining this uſurped Authority in prejudice of the Kingdom of our 
Lord Jeſus, 'and aſſerting the Kingly Authority of Chrift in oppoſition 
to the Eraſtian Supremacy encroaching thereupon, ſuffered Death, and 
got the Martyrs Crown upon his Head; which being placed upon one 
of the Ports of Edinburgh, Preacheth, not only againſt the Enemies Re- 
bellion againſt God; * but againſt the defection of many Miniſters ſince, 
who have Practically denyed that great Truth for which he ſuffered, 
vis.” His'Teftimony againſt, the Supremacy, and for declining the uſurped 
Altthority' of bim who Arrogated it. And ſome others, for refuſing that 
Olth Arbirtarily impoſed, were Banifhed or Confin'd. 

At the ſame time, there was a Proclamation, which they cauſed to be 
Read at 41lthe Church-Doors, diſcharging Miniſters to ſpeak againſt 
theft or their Proceedings, whereby Prophane and Malicious Perſons 
wetd-eticouraged to witnels againſt their Miniſters. By which means 
(tho? many were in no hazard, thinking it commendable Prudence, com- 
menrided' indeed by the World, but hateful Unfaithfulneſs before God, 
, o'he- ent" at ſuch' a time) ſome fairhful Miniſters giving faithful and 
free Wathitg and Protelting againſt the preſens Detection, were con- 
deiihe#* 6f Treaſon, ''and Baniſhed out of the three Dominions, ' O. 
thet#4&re Senteticed with Baniſhment, and furder were compelled to 
Subſcribe a Bond, under Pain of Death, to remove out of all the Do- 
mirf{biis bet#ixh that and ſuch a day. This was the Lot, and alſo the 
BIS of! thife"Fa ous and_ Faithful Miniſters, Mr. Fob» Ejvingſtoun, 
MZRob# Mtchward, Mr, Fohn Brown, &c, who ſpent the reſt of their 
dave ih * Holt oO | 
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When they had gained this Bulwark of Chriſts Kingdom, then they 
waxed more inſolent, and et. up their Enfigns for Signs, and broke 
down the Carved Work of Reformation with Axes and' Bammers. 
In this Parliament 1661. they paſgd an Alt Reſciſſory, whereby they 
annulled and declared void the National Covenant, the Solemn'League 
and Covenant, Presbyterial Government, and all Laws made in favour 
of the work of Reformation, ſince the Year 1638. O horrid Wicked- 
neſs! To condemn and reſcind what God did fo ſignally Seal as his 
own Work; to the Conviction of the World. But O Hbly and 
Aſtoniſhing. Juſtice, thus to Recotnpeace our way vpoh our own Head! 
to ſuffer this work and cauſe to be ruined under our unhappy hands, 
who ſuffered this Deſtroyer to come in' before it was ſo effeCtually ſe- 
cured, as it ſhould not bave been in' the power of his hand (whatever 
had been in his Heart, ſwelled with enmir n= Chriſt) to have raiſed 
and ruined that work as now he moſt wickedly did,” and drew ſo mahy 
in to the Guilt of the ſame deed, that almoſt the whole Land not only 
conſented unto it, but Applauded-it ; by approving and countenancing 
another wicked Act framed at the ſame time, by that ſame perfidious 
Parliament, for an Anniverſary Thanksgiving, commemorating' every 
29th of May, that Blaſphemy againſt the Spirit and Work of God ; 
and celebrating that unhappy Reſtauration of the Reſcinder of the Re- 
formation, which had not only the Concurrence of the Univerſality 
of the Nation, but (alas for ſhame thar it ſhould be told in Gath, &c.) 
even of ſome Miniſters, who afterwards accepted the Indulgence (one 
of which, a Pillar among them, was ſeen ſcandalonſly dancing about the 
Bonfires.) And others, who ſhould have allarmed the whole Nation 
Quaſi pro Aris & Focis, to riſe for Religion and Liberty, to reſiſt ſach 
Wickedneſs, did wink at it. 

Yet albeit, neither in this day, when the Covenant was not only 
broken, but Caſſed and declared of no Obligation, nor afterward when 
it was Burnt (for which Turks and Pagans would have been aſhamed 
and afraid at ſuch a terrible fight, and for which the Lords Anger is 
burting: againſt theſe bold Burners, and agaidſt theni who ſuffered jr, 
and:did not wirreſs' againſt it) was there any publick Teſtimony by Pro- 
teſtation,” or Remonſtrance, or any 'publick Witneſs? Tho? the Lord 
had ſome then, . and ſome' who! carne ont afterwards with the Trympec 
at their "Mouth, whoſe' Heart then ſorrowed at the ſight: And ſome 
ſuffered for the Senſe: they ſhewed of that Anniverſary Abomination, 
for not keeping which they loſt both Church and Liberty. 

It's true, the ordinary Meetings of Presbyteries and Synods were, 
about that time diſcharged; to make way for the'Exerciſe of 'the new 
power conferred on the four Prelates who were at Court. But this 
D 2 could 
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could not give a diſcharge from a neceſſary Teſtimony, then called 
from faithful Watchmen. However the Reformation being thus re- 
ſciaded and razed, and the Houſe of the Lord pulled down, then they 
begia to build their Bable. 

In the Parliament Arno 1662. by their firſt At they reſtore and re- 
eſtabliſh Prelacy, upon ſuch a Foundation as they might by the ſame Law 
bring in Popery ; and ſetled its Harbinger, Dioceſan and Eraſtian Pre- 
lacy, by fuller enlargement of the Supremacy, The very At begin- 
ning thus: Forasmuch as the ordering and diſpoſal of the external Govern. 
ment of the Church, doth properly belong to his Majeſty as an inherent Right 
of the Crown, by Virtue of his Royal Prerogative and Supremacy in'Cauſes 
Eccleſiaſtick, whatever ſhall be determined by his Majeſty mes 4 advice of 
the Archbiſhops, and ſuch of the Clergy as he ſhall nominate, in the Exter- 
wal Government of the Church (the ſame conſiſting with the ſtanding Laws 
= Kingdom) ſhall be valid and effeftual, And in the fame Att all 

ws are reſcinded, by which the fole Power and Jurisdiftion within 
the Church doth ſtand in the Church-Afſemblies, and all which may 
be interpreted, to have given any Church-power, Jurisdiftion or Go- 
vernment to the Office-Bearers of the Church, cther than that which 
acknowledgeth a dependence upon, and Subordination to the Soveraign 
Power of the King as Supream. By which Prelates are redintegrated 
to all their Priviledges and Preheminences that they poſſeſſed Arno 1687. 
_ And all their Church-Power (robbed from the Officers of Chriſt) is 

made to be derived from, to depend upon, and to be Subordinate to 

the Crown-Prerogative of the King: Whereby the King is made the 
only Fountain of Church-Power, and that excluſive even of Chriſt 
of whom there is no mentioned Exception : And his Vaſlals the Biſhops, 
as his Clerks in Eccleſiaſticks, are accountable to him for all their Ad- 
miniſtrations; a greater Uſurpation upon the Kingdom of Chriſt, than 
ever the Papacy it ſelf aſpired unto. 

Yet, albeit here was another diſplay of a Banner of defiance againſt 
Chriſt, in altering the Church-Government of Chriſts Inſtitution in- 
to the humane Invention of Lordly Prelacy, there was no publick, 
Miniſterial, at leaſt united Teſtimony againſt this neither. Therefore 
the Lord puniſhed this ſinful and ſhameful ſilence of Miniſters; when 
by another wicked ACt of the Council at Glaſgow, above 30o Miniſters 
were put from their Charges; and afterwards for their Non-confor-= 
mity in not countenancing their Dioceſan Meeting, and not keeping 
the Anniverſary Day, ay 29. the reſt were violently thruſt from their 
Labours in the Lords Vineyard, and Baniſked from their Pariſhes, and 
adjudged unto a ſtrange and nice Confinement, twenty Miles from their 

own Pariſhes, fix Miles from a Cathedral Church, as they called ir, 
| and 
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and three Miles from a Burgh. Yet in this fatal Convulgion of the 
Church, generally all were ſtruck with Blindneſs and Baſeneſs, thar 
a Paper-Proclamation made them. all run from their Poſts, and obey 
the Kings Orders for their ejeftion. Thus were they given up, becauſe 
of their forbearing to ſound an Allarm, charging the People of God, 
in poinc of Loyalty to Chriſt, and under the pain of the Curſe of the 
Covenant, to awake and acquit themſelves like Men, and not to ſuffer 
the Enemy to rob them of that Treaſure of Reformation, which they 
were put in poſſeſſion of, by the Tears, Prayers, and Blood of ſuch 
as went before them; inſtead of thoſe prudential fumblings, and 
fſtlings then and ſince ſo much followed. Wherefore the Lord in his 
Holy Righteouſneſs, left that Enemy to caſt them out of the Houſe 
of the Lord, and diſſolve their Aſſemblies, and deprive them of their 
Priviledges, becauſe of their not being ſo valiant for the Truth, as 
that a full and faithful Teſtimony againſt that Encroachment might be. 
found upon Record. | 

Nevertheleſs ſome were found faithful in that Honor and Power of 
Darkneſs, who kept the Word of the Lords Patience, and who there- 
fore were kept in and from Tentation (which carried away many into 
ſad and ſhameful DefeCtions) tho? not from ſuffering hard things from 
the hands of Men; and only theſe who felt moſt of their violence, 
found Grace helping them to acquit themſelves ſuitably to that days 
Teſtimony, being thereby prevented from an aQtive yeilding to theis 
impoſitions, when they were made paſſively to ſuffer force. However 
that ſeaſon of a publick Teſtimony was loſt, and as to the moſt part 
never recovered to this day. 

The Prelates being ſetled, and readmitted to voice in Parliament, 
they procure an Act, Dogmatically condemniog ſeveral Material parts 
and points of our Covenanted Reformation, to wit, theſe Poſitions, 
That it was Lawful for Subjefts, for Reformation or neceſſary ſelf-defence, 
to enter into Leagues, or take up Arms againſt the King : And particularly 
declaring that the National Covenant, as explained in the Tear 1688. and 
the ſolemn League and Covenant, were and are in themſelves unlawful Oaths, 
and were taken by, and impoſed upon the Subjefts of this K ingdom, againſt 
the Fundamental Laws and Liberties thereof ;, That all ſuch Gatherings and . 
Petitiens, that were uſed in the eimbg of the late Troubles, were unlaw- 
ful and ſeditions * And whereas were then led into theſe things, 
having diſſeminated among them ſuch Principles as theſe, That it was law 
ful for- People to come with Petitions and Repreſentations to the King, That 
it was lawful for People to reſtri# their Allegiance under ſuch and ſuch 
Limitations, and ſuſpend it until he ſhould give ſecurity for Religion, & 0, 
#t war therefore enatied, thas all ſuch Poſinion; aud Praitices founded there- 
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nipon, were Treaſonable—- And furder did enaft, that no Perſon, by Writing, 
Pyaying, Preaching, or malicious or adviſed ſpeaking, expreſs or publiſh any 
Words or Sentences, "to ſtir up the People to- tbe aſh c of the Kings Preroga- 
tize and Shpremacy,. or of the Government of the Church by Biſhops, or 
muſt ifie, any, of "the Deeds, Afings or things declared againſt by that Att, 

Yet natwithſtanding; of all this' Subverſion of Religion and Liberty, 
and, reſtraint of aſſerting theſe Trutbs here trampled upon, either be- 
fore. Men, by Teſtimony, . or before God-in Mourning; over theſe Indig- 
nities done unto him, in everting theſe, and all the. parts of Refor- 
matiov, even when it came to Darie's Caſe of conf.ſlion, Preaching and 
Praying Truths interdicted by Law, few had their Eyes open (lev be 
their Windows in an open avouching them) to ſee the duty of the day 
calling for a Teſtimony, Tho? afterwards the Lord ſpirited ſome to 
alert and demonſtrate the Glory of theſe Truths and Duties to the 
World. As that judicious Author of the Apologetical Relation. 

But this is not all: For theſe Men, having now, as they thought,ſub- 
verted the Work of God, they provided alfo againſt the fears of its 
revival; making Acts, declaring,, that if ouzed Miniſters dare to con- 
tique.to Preach, and preſume to. exerciſe their Miniſtry; they ſhould be 
puniſhed as Seditious Perſons; requiring-ofall a due acknowledgment of, 
and-hearty complyance with the King's Government, Eccleſiaſtical and 
Civil; and that whoſoever ſhall ordinarily and wilfully withdraw and 
abſent from the ordinary Meetings for Divine Worſhip. in their own 
Churches, , on the. Lord's . Day, . ſhall incur the” Penalties there inſerted. 
And thus none are allowed by Law to adminiſter the Ordinances, but 
either Apoſtate Curates, who by their Perjury and Apoſtatize for- 
faylted their Miniſtry, or.other.Hirclings, and Prelates Journey-men, who - 
ran without-a Miſſion, except; from:;them. who- had none 'to give, ac- 
cording to-Chrilt's Inſtitution, . the Seal of: whoſe -Miniſtry \could never 
yet be ſhewn.in the Converſion of .any Sinner-to Chriſt; but if che Tree 
may be:known by its Fruits,.. we may kgow-whoſe Miniſters they arez by 
their Converſions of Reformation into Deformation; . of the-Work and. 
Cauſe of God, into the-ſimilitude of the. Roman Beaſt ;, of \Mioiſters into. 
Hirelinggz of the Power,of\ Godliceſs. inta.Kormality ; of. Preaching. 
Chriſt igto. Orationsof Morality; - of .the.Purity of Chris Ordinances, 
into the yaniry of Men's Inventions; ofthe Beantiful-Government of the 
Houſe of God for Edification, . t0..a. Lordly.Preeminence-and Domina- . 
tion over Conſciences:.1n .a word, .of Church-and:State,. Conſtitutions 1 
ſor Religion;and Liberty, all upgde down inte W ickedneſs and Slavery. 

But now\this aſtoniſhing Blow. to. the Goſpel- of the. Kingdom, intro-- 
diſcing ſuch a (watmrofaLocuſts intorthe-Churchy. and in forcing. a com+; 
piiance of the People with this defection, and that ſo violently and +4 
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orouſly, as even fimple withdrawing was ſo ſeverely puniſhed by ſevere 
Edidts of Fining, and other Arbitrary Puniſhments at firſt (for at firſt 
they did not _— any for ſimple abfenting themſelves from the 
Curates, and. only impriſoned thofe who at any time ſhewed more than 
ordinary Zeal againſt the Curate's Intruſion) what did ic produce ? 
The generality of Miniſters and Profeſſors both went and Conformed 
ſo far as to hear the Curates, contrary to many Points of the Refor- 
mation formerly attained, contrary to their Covenant-Engagements, 
and contrary to their own Principles and Pradtices at that ſame time; 


| ſcrupling and refuſing to keep the Biſhops Y:/itat:ons, and to countenance 


their D:ſcipline and Power 0 Furiſdiftion, becauſe it was required. as a 
Teſtification of their acknowledgment of, and Compliance with the pre- 
ſent Government z and yet not ſcrupling to Countenance their Do@rine, 
and uſurped Power of Order, required alſo by the ſame Law, as the ſame 
Teſt of the ſame compliance and ſubmiſſion. Other Miniſters lay alco- 
gether by in their retired receſſes, waiting to ſee what things would 
turn to; others were hopeleſs, turned Farmers, and Doors; others 
wylie ſtaid at home, and Preached quictly in Ladies Chambers, 

But the Faithful found themſelves under an indiſpenſable neceſſity to 
Preach the Goſpel, and witneſs for the freedom of their Miniſtry, and 
make full proof of it, in Preaching in- Seaſon, and out of Seaſon ; and 
thereupon as occaſion offered, Preached to all ſuch as were willing to 
hear 3. but at firſt, only in private Houſes, and that for the moſt part, 
at ſuch. times when Sermons in publick ſurceaſed (a Superplus of Cau- 
tion.) But afterwards, finding ſo great Difficulties and Perſecutions 
for their Houſe- Meetings, where they were ſo eaſily attrapped, were 
conſtrained at laſt to keep their Meetings in the Fields ; Where teſti- 
fying both pratically, and particularly againſt theſe Uſurpati- 
ons on their Maſter's Prerogatives, and witneſſing for their Mi- 
niſterial freedom, contrary to all Law-Interdiions, without any Li- 
cenſes.or Indulgence from the Uſurper, but holding their Mioiſtry from 
Jeſus Chriſt alone, both as to the Office and Exerciſe thereof; they had 
ſo much of their Maſter's Countenance, and ſucceſs in their Lahours, 
that they valued neither hazards or hardſhips, neither the contewpt of 

retended Friends, nor the Laws nor threatnings of Enemies, ad- 
jadging the Penalty of Death it ſelf to Preachers at Field-Convemticles 
as they called them. | | 

Now honing thus overturned the Church-Government, 'by introducing 

vance ane abſolute Supremacy, the:King proceeds in his 


Deſign, to pervert and evert the well modelled and moderated Con-: 
ſtitution of the Staze-Government alſo, by introdycin and advancing ane 
Arbitrary Tyranny. For effe@uatiog which, he firſ 


procures a laſting 
Impoſition 
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Impoſition of intollerable Subſidies and Taxations; next a further 
recogniſance of his Prerogative, in a Subjeftion of Perſons, Fortunes, 
and whole trength of the Kingdom to his abſolute Arbitriment, in a 
Levy of Militia of 20000 Footmen, and 2000 Horſemen, ſufficiently 
armed, with Forty days Proviſion, to be ready upon the King's call to 
march to any part of his Dominioas, for oppoſing whatſoever lavaſion, 
or Iaſurrection, or for any other Service. The firſt ſproutings of Ty- 
ranny were cheriſhed, by the cheerful and ſtupid Submiſſion generally 
yeilded to theſe Exorbitancies; ſo that generally Pcople did not ſo 
much as ſcruple ſending our, or going out as Militia-men. 

After the fundamental Conſtitutions of both Church and State are 
thus razed and rootcd np, he contrived to frame all [Inferior Magiſtrates 
according to his Mould : And for this end appointed, that all Perſons 
in any Publick Truſt or Office whatſoever, ſhould ſubſcribe a Declaration, 
,renouncing and abjuring the Covenant. But finding this not yet ſufficient 
ſecurity for this unfertled Settlement ; becauſe he well underſtood, the 
People ſtood no ways obliged to acknowledge him, but only according 
to the Solemn Covenants, being the fundamental Conditions whereupon 
their Allegiance was founded ; and well knowing, that he and his Aſ- 
ſociates, by violating theſe Conditions, had loofed the People from all Sub- 
jeftion to him, or deriving any Power from him,whereby the People might 
juſtly plead, Thar ſince he had kept no Condition, they were not now 
obliged to him; he therefore contriv'd a new Oath of Allegiance to be 
impos'd upon all in publick Truſt, both in Church and State. Strange ! 
can Presbyterians ſwear that Allegiance, which is ſubſtitute in the' place 
of the broken and burnt Covenant ? Or could they ſwear it to ſuch a 
Perſon, who having buried the Covenant, that he might have another 
Right and another Allegiance than that of the Cevenant, had then re- 
mitted to vs all Allegiance founded upon the Covenant ? 

However, having prepared and furniſhed himſelf with Tools fo 
qualified for his purpoſe, in Church and State, he profecutes his Perſe- 
cution with ſuch fervor and fury, that at length, in the Year 1666, a 
{mall Party were compelled to go to defenſive Arms ; which was occafi- 
oned thus. Sir Fames Turner purſuing his Cruel Orders in Galloway, ſent 
ſome Souldiers to apprehend a poor old Man; whom his Neighbours 
Compaſljonating, intreated the Souldiers to looſe him as he lay bound; 
but were anſwered with drawn Swords, and neceſſitated to their own de- 
fence : In which they relieve the Man, and diſarm the Souldiers; and 
further attacked ſome others oppreſling that Country, diſarming Ten 
or Twelve more, arid killing one that made refiſtance, Whereupon the 
Country being allarm'd, and fearing Sir James would certainly avenge' 
this Aﬀront vpon the whole Country, without diſtinCtion of Free and 


Uafree, 
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Uafree, they gather about Fifty four Herſemen, march to Dumfre:s, 
take Sir James 1urner Priſoner, and difarm the Souldiers, without any 
more violence. Being thus by Providence engag'd, without any hope 
of retreat, and getting ſome Concurrence of their Brethren inthe ſame 
condition, they come to Zanerk , where they renewthe Covenant z and 
thence to Pentland- Hills, where, by the Holy diſpoſal of God, they were 
routed, many killed, and 130 taken Priſoners, of which 35 were 
afterwards hanged, who had much of the Lords Preſence at their 
deaths, and aſſurance of his Love, ſtrengthening them to Seal a nobl-: 
Teſtimony.. After this conflict many were forefaulted of their Eſtates, 
and lotercommuned; Souldiers are permitted to take free Quarter in 
the Country 3 to Examine Men by Tortures 3 to ſtrip them who did (© 
much as reſiſt the Fugitives, and thruſt them into Pritons, &e. Hence 
we may ſee the Righteouſneſs of God, how juftly at that time he left 
us in ſuch a damp, that like Aſſes we couched under all Burdens, and 
few came out to the help of the Lord againſt the Mighty, drawing on 
them 44eroz's Curſe, and the Blood of their butchered Brethren. 

But the King having now brought his only oppoſites, the few Faith- 
ful Witneſſes of Chriſt, to alow paſs, he wear on by Craft as well as 
Cruelty, to advance his own in promoting Antichriſts Intereſt. And 
therefore having gotten the Swpremacy devolved upon him by Law, he 
would now exert that uſurped Power, and work by inſnaring Policy 
to effetuate the End which he could not do by other means. There- 
fore ſeeing he was not able to ſuppreſs the Meetings of the Lord's Pco- 
ple for Goſpel-Ordinances, in Houſes and Fields, bur that the more he 
laboured by yiolent courſes, the greater and more frequent they grew; 
hz fell upon a more crafty Device, not only to overthrow the Goſpel, 
and ſuppreſs the Meetings, but to break the Faithful,” and to divide bu- 
tween the Afad-cap and the Moderate Fanaticks (as they phraſed it) thar 
he might the more ealily deſtroy both, to confirm the Uſarpation, and 
to ſettle People 1a a ſinful filence, and ſtupid 'ſubmiilioa to all the 1n- 
croachments made on Chrilts Prerogatives, and more effeCtually toover- 
turn what remained of the work of God. And knowing that nothinz 
could more fortife the Supremacy than. Miniſters their homologating, 
a1l acknowledging. it: Therefore che offered the firſt ladulgence- An- 
no 1669, lignitying in a Letter, dated that Year Fuze 7, His gracious 
Pleaſure was, 7o appoint. ſo many of the outed Miniſters, as have lived 
praceably and orderly, to return to Preach and exerciſe other Funftions of 
the Moniſtry, in the Pariſh-Churches . where they formerly ſerved (provided 
they be vacant) to allow Patrons to' preſent to. other vacant Churches futh 
others of them as the Council ſhould approve: . That all who are ſo indalpet, 
be enjoyned to, keep: Prevbyeeries,, and the —whoorr .to be confined within the 
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bounds of their Pariſhes, and that they be enjoyned not to admit 4 their 
mera Non uno their C on ning their fx Fl Oy 
marry any of them, without the allawence of the Minter of the Pariſh; and if 
they Connenance the People deſerting therr own Pariſhes, they are 10: be ſilenced 
for ſhorter and towger time, or altogetber turned out, as the Council ſhall fee cauſe 
And upon complaint made and verified, of any Seditions Diſcourſe, or Expreſſi- 
07.5 in the Pulpit, uttered by any of the Minifters, they are immediately to be 
turned out and further puniſhed according 10 Law © Ard ſeeing by theſe Orders, 
all pretences for Convemicles were taken away , if any ſhould be found hereafter 
to preach. without Authority, or keep Conventicles," His Pleaſure is, to proceed 
with all ſeverity againſt them, as Seditions Per ſons, and Contemmers of Auhtority, 

To lalye this in paint of Law, and to make the Kings Letter the $y- 
preme Law afterwards, and a valid ground in Law, wherevpon the 
Council might proceed, and ena(t, and execute what the King pleaſed 
in matters Ecclefiaſtick ; He therefore cauſed frame a formal Statutory 
Act of Supremacy of this Tenor, That bf: Majeſty hath rhe Supreme Au- 
ahority and Supremacy over all Perſans and in all Cauſes Feelefiaftick, within 
bis Dominions ;, and that by vertue thereof, the ordering and diſpoſal of the 
External Government of the Church did progerly belong to him and his Saccef- 
ſors, as an inherent right to the Crown ;, and that he may Sertle, Enatt, and 
Emit ſuch Conftitutions, Atts and Orders, concerning the Adminiſtrating there- 
of, and Perſons employed in the ſame, and concerning all Eccleſiaſtical Meet- 


ings and Matters, to be propoſed and determined therein, as He in His Roy- 
al Wiſdom ſhall think, ft , which Atts, Orders, and Conftitutions, are ro 
be obſerved and obeyed by all His Majeſties Subjefts, any Law, Att, or Cu- 
fom to the Contrary notwithſtanding. Wherevupon, accordingly the Coun- 
Cit, in their Act __ 1669, do nominate ſeveral Miniſters, and ap- 


point them to Preach, and exerciſe the other Funttions of the Miniſtry, 
at their reſpetive Churches there ſpecified, with conſent of the Patrons, 
The fame day alſo, they Conclude and EnaQt the forementioned Reſtrifti- 
ons, conform to the King's Letter, and ordain them to be intimate to 
every perſon, who is by Anthority foreſaid allowed the exerciſe of the Mi- 
niftry, Theſe indulged Miniſters-having that Indulgence given only vp- 
on theſe terms, that they ſhould accept theſe Injontions, and having 
received it up theſe terms alſo (as anc Eſſential partof the Bargain and 
Condition, on which the Indulgence was granted and accepted; as many 
following Prachamations did exprefly declare) do appoint Mr. Extcheſon 
one of the number, to deckre ſo much;  achrowiedging His Majeſties 
Favor and.Clemency, in graming that Liberty, after ſo long a reſtraint ,, and 
hawevor they bad recerved their Miniſtry from: Jeſus Ebnif, with full Pre- 
feragtions from him for regulating rem dens , Jt morhing conld be \more re- 
fre fling 07 Earth to them, than t0 bave free hberty. for the exercife of their 
ddiniftry,, under the Proteftion of Lanful Amhority. la 
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Io the mean time, tho cruel Ats and Edicts were made againſt the meet- 
ing of the Lord*s People, -in Houſes and the Fields, after all theſe Midia- 
nitiſh Wiles to ſuppreſs them; ſuch was the Preſeace of the Lord in theſe 
Meetings, and ſo powerful was his Conntenance and Concurrence with 
the Labours of a few, who laid out themſelves to hold up the Standard 
of Chriſt, that the number of Converts mukiplied daily, to the grea: 
encouragement of the few Hands that wreſtled in that work, through 
all humane diſcouragement. Therefore King and Council was put to a 
new ſbifr, which they ſuppoſed would prove more effectual; to wit, Be- 
cauſe there was a great number of Nonconformed Miviſters not yet In- 
dulged, who cither did or might hereafter hold Conventicles, there- 
fore, to remede or prevent thisin time coming, they int and or- 
dain them to ſuch places where lndulged Miniſters were lettled, there 
to be confined with Allowance, go Preach as the Indulged ſhould employ 
them; thinking by this means to incapacicate many to hold Meetings 


' there or elſewhere: And co theſe alſo th = Injuntions and Reſtri» 
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ions to regulate them in the exerciſe eir Miniſtry. And to the 
end that all the outed Miniſters mighs be brought under reſtraint, and the 
Word of God be kept under Bonds, by another Act of Council they 
Command, that all other Miniſters (not diſpoſed of as is ſaid) were either 
to repair to the Pariſh-Church where they were, or to ſome other Pa- 
riſhes, where they may be ordinary hearers, and to declare and conde- 
ſcend upon the Pariſhes, where they intend to have their Reſidence, Af- 
ter this they allumed a Power, to diſpoſe of theſe their Curates as they 
pleaſed, and tranſport them from place to place; whereof the only 
ground was a ſimple At of Council, the Inſtructions always going along 
with them, as the conſtant companion of the Indulgence : By all which 
it is appareat, whatever theſe Miniſters Alledge, viz. That it was but 
the removal of the Civil Reſtraint, and that they entred into their places 
by the Cab of the People (a meer mock-pretence for a prelimited Impo- 
ſition, whereby that Ordinance of Chriſt was baſely proſtitured and a- 
baſed) and that their Te/?smony 474 Prottflation was a Salvo for their Con- 
ſciences (a meer Uropiaa fancy, that the Indulgers with whom they 
bargained, never heard of, otherwiſe, as they did with ſome who were 
faithful in notifying againſt their Encroachments, they would ſoon have 
given them a Bill of eaſe.) It cannot be denied, that that doleful In- 
dulgence, both in its Riſe, Contrivance, Conveyance, Grant and Ac- 
ceptance, End and Effefts, was a grievous Encroachment upon the 
Princely P tive of Jeſas Chriſt, the only Head of the h; 


whereby the Uſurpers Supremacy was Homologated, bowed to, com. 
plyed wich, Rrengtheme the Cauſe and Kingdom of Chriſt betrayed, 
s Churches eges Surrendredy his Enemics hardened, his Friends 
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fambled, and the Remnant rent and ruined. And yet a great part of 
the Miniſters took-that- Indulgence; and another part, did, inſtead of 
Remoaſtrating the Wickedneſs of that deed, Palliate, and Plaiſter , and 
Patroyize ,it,-in keepipg- up the Credit of the King: and Councils Cu- 
FAIES, - ' BY 24 | | 

Yet the Lord had ſome Witneſles, who pretty early did give fignifica» 
tions of their Reſentment of this diſhonour done to Chrilt ; as Mr. W4- 
ham Veer, .who having got the Legal Call of the People, and diſcharg- 
ing his, Ducy honeſtly, was turned out: And Mr. Fohn Burnet, who wrote 
a Teſtimony directed to the Council, ſhewing why he could not ſubmit 
co that Indulgence, inſerted at large in the. Hiſtory, of Indulgence ; 
where alſo we: have the Teſtimony of other Ten Miniſters, who drew 
up their Reaſons of Non-complyance with ſuch a 'Snare: And Mr. 4. 
lex. Blaire, who, upon occaſion of Citation before the Council for not 
obſerving the 29th of May, told the, Council, That he could receive no 
Tuſtruttions. from them in the Exergiſe of. his Minjſtry, otherwiſe he ſhow! d not 
be ChriſPs; Ambaſſapor, but theirs, | | 

But-afterwards the, Lord raiſed up ſome more explicit Witneſſes a- 
gainſt that defection. - While the King thought he had by that Device 
utterly. ſuppreſied the Goſpel in Houſe and Field-Meetings, he was {o 
tar diſappointed, that theſe very Means and Machins, by which he 
thought to bury it, did chiefly contribute to its revival: For, when 
by Perſecution, many Miniſters had been-chaſed away by illegal Law- 
Senjences, many; bad: begrt baniſhed away, and , by- their enſnaring 1n- 
dulzences many bad been drawn. away fram their Duty, and others were 
now Sentenced with Confinements and Reſtraints, if they ſhould nox 
chooſe and fix their Reſidence where: they could not keep their Chriſt 
and Conſcience both ; they were forced to wander and diſperſe through 
the Country; by whoſe Endeavours the Word of God grew exceeding- 
ly, and, went at leaſt through the Southern Borders of the Kingdom, 
like Lightning, O ! who can remember,the Glory of thas day, .with- 
out a melting Heart? A day ,of ſuch Power, thak, it made the People 
willing to come out and venture upon the greatelt of hardſhips, andthe 
greateſt of hazards, in purſuing after the Goſpel z even when they 
could not have a probable expectation of eſcaping the Sword of the 
Wilderneſs, and the barbarous fury-of bloody Burrio's raging for their 
Prey, ſent out with Orders to take and kill ther, it being now made 
Criminal, by Law, eſpecially 'to the Preachers and Convocaters-of theſe | 
Meetiggs. 1 will make bold to ſay, 1 doubt if ever there weregreat- 
er. days-of- the Son of Man upon the Earth fince the Apoſtolick times, 
zhan we enjoyed for the ſpace of Seven Y ears at that time. 

Now when Chriſt is gaining ground by the Preached Goſpel in 


plenty, 
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Plenty, Purity and Power, the Uſurpers Supremacy was like to ſtagger, 
and Prelacy came under contempt. Hence, to ſecure what he had poſ- 
ſeſſed himſelf of by Law, and to prevent a dangerous Paroxiſm which he' 
thought would enſue upon theſe Commotions, -the King returned to exert 
kis ianate Tyranny, and to emit terrible Orders, 'and more terrible Exe- 
cutioners, and bloody Emillaries againſt all, Field-Meetings ; which af- 
ter long Patience, the People ar length could not endure; but being firſt 
chaſed to the Fields, where they would have been content to have the” 
Goſpel, with all the Inconveniencies of it; and alſo expelled from the. 
Fields, being reſolute to maintain the Goſpel, they reſolved to defend: 
it and themſelyes by Arms : To which, unavoidable neceſſicy' in unſip- 
portable extremity did conſtrain them, as the only remaining Remedy. 
It is known,” for ſeveral Years they met without any Arms, where fre- 
quently they were diſturbed and diſperſed with Souldiers ; ſome killed, 
others wounded, which they patiently endured withou Reſiſtance: Ar 
length, the Miniſters that were moſt in hazard, having a Price ſer up- 
on their Heads to be brought .in dead or alive, with fome attending 
them in their wandrings, underſtanding they were thus appointed for 
death, judged it their duty to provide for the neceſlary defence of their 
Lives, from the Violence of their armed Aſfaulters. And as Meetings 
encreaſed, divers others came under the ſame hazard, which enforced 
them to endeavour the ſame Remedy, without the leaſt intention of 
of prejudice to any, Thus the number of Sufferers increaſing, as they 
joyned in the Ordinances at theſe perſecuted Meetings, found themſelves 
in ſome probable capacity to defend themſclves, and theſe much endea- 
red 'Goſpel-Priviledges, and to preſerve the Memory of the Lord's 
great Work in the Land, which to tranſmit to Poſterity was their great 
deſign. Wherefore in theſe Circumſtances, being redated to that 
ſtrait, either to be deprived of the Goſpel, or to defend themſelves ig 
their Meetings for it ; and thinking their turning their Backs vpon- it 
for hazard, was a cowardly deſerting duty, and palpable breach of Co- 
venant-Engagements, abandoniog their greateſt Intereſt, they thought 
it expedient, yea, neceſſary, to carry defenſive Arms with them; is be- 
ing an indiſſoluble obligation in their Covenants, 'to maintain and de- 
fend the true Religion and one another in promoting the ſame. And: 
hereunto they were encouraged by the conſtant experience of the Lord's- 
countenanciog their Endeayours in that poſture, which alwdys provet* 
ſucceſsful for ſeveral Years, their. Enemies either turning their backs: 
wighout diſturbance when they obſerved them! reſolve-Defence,; or in 
their Aſſaultings repulſed; ſo that there. was never a Meetin , Which: 
ſtood to their Defence, got any conſiderable harm- thereby; Thws'the 
Lord was with us while we were with him; but when we forfook” him 


he 
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he forſook us, and leftus in the hands of our Enemies. However, while 
ojtings for Goſpel-Ocdinances did continge, the Wicked Rulers did 
not ceaſe from time to time toencreaſe their numerous Bands of Barba- 
rous Souldiers, for ſuppreſſing the Goſpel in theſe Ficld-mcetings. 

But all this is nothing to what followed ; when, thinking theſe Blood- 
Hounds were too favourable, they brought dowa from the wild High- 
lands a Hoſt of Salvages upon the Weſtern Shires, more dr > 
Turks, or Tartars; Mea who feared not God, nor regarded Man; to 
waſt and deſtroy a plentiful Country, which they reſolved before they 
left it, to make as hare as their own. This Helliſh Crew was adduced 
to work a Reformation, like the French Converſions, to preſs a Bondof 
Conformity, wherein every one Subſcribed, was bound for himſelf, and 
all under him, Wife, Children, Servants, Tenants, to frequent their 
Pariſh Churches, and never to go to theſe Meetings, nor reſet nor en- 
tertain any that went, but to inform agaialt, Purſye, and Deliver up 
all vagrant Preachers, as they called them, to Tryal, and Judgment. 

Then for the maigtenance of the Souldiers, there were impoſed new, 
wicked, and arbitrary Ceſles and Taxations, profeſſedly required for 
ſuppreſing Religion and Liberty, baniſhing the Goſp?1 out of the Land, 
po reſerving and promoting the King's Abſoluteneſs over all Matters 
and Perſons Sacred and Civil; which, under that tentation of great 
Sufferings threatned to Refuſers, and under the diſadvantage of the 
ſilence and unfaithfulneſs of many Miniſters,who either did not condemn 
it,or pleaded for the peacecable payment of it; many did comply with it 
then, and far more ſince. 

Yet at that time there were far more Recuſants in ſome places (eſpe- 
cially in the Weſtern ſhires) than Complyers : And there were many 
of the Miniſters that did faithfully declare to the People the Sin of it; 
not only from the —_— of its lmpoſicion, by a Convention of over- 
awed and prelimited States; but from the natwre of that impoſed Cotn- 
pliance, that it was aſinful TranſaRtion with Chriſt's declared Ene- 
mies; a ſtrengthning the hands of the wicked, an obedience to a wicked” 
Law, a. conſenting to Chriſt's expulſion out of the Land and not only 
that, (but (far worſe than the Sin of the Gadarens) a formal Concur- 
rence to. aflilt his Expellers, by maintaining their force, a hiring 

ur Oppreſlbrs to deſtroy Religion and Liberty ; and from the declared 
cad of its expreſſed/in the very Narrative of the At, viz. To Levy 
and Maintain-Forces for fuppreſſing and abſper ſing Meeting i of the Lord's 
People, and to ſhew unanimous affections fos maintaining the Kings Sa- 
premacy, 45 pow Eſtabliſhed by Law: 

Yet all this time Miniſters and Profeſſors were unite, and with one 

Soul and Shoulder folowed the work of the Lord, till the RO 
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deing diſſatisfied with the Meetings in the Fields, whoſe Glory was like 
to over-cloud and obſcure their Beds of eaſe; and eſpecially, being of- 
fended at the freedom and faithfulneſs of ſome, who ſer the Trumpet 
to their Mouth, and ſhewed Facob his Sins, and 1/rael his Tranſ- 
greſſions, impartially, without Cloak, or Cover, they began to 
make a Fattion among the Miniſters, and to deviſe how to quench the 
fervour of their Zeal, who were faithful for God. But the more they 
ſought to extinguiſh it, the more it brake out, and blazed into a flame. 
For ſeveral of Chriſt's Ambaſſadours, touched and affeted with the 
affronts done to their Princely Maſter by the Supremacy, and the Indul- 
gence of its Baſtard-Brood and Brat, began after long ſilence to diſcover 
its iniquity, and to acquaint the People how the Uſurper had inva- 
ded the Mediator's Chair, in taking upen him to Depoſe, Suſpend, 
Silence, Plant, and Tranſplant his Miniſters, where, and wheo, and 
how he pleaſed, &c. , 

Yet others, and the greater number of Diſſenting Miniſters, were 
not only deficient herein, but defended them, joyned with them, and 
(pretending Prudence, and preyention of Schiſm) ia effett homologa- 
ted that deed, and the Practice of theſe Priefts, Exch, 22. 26. teach- 
ing and adviſing the People to hear them, both by Precept, and going 
along with them in their Eraſ/5an Courſe: And not only ſo, but Con- 
demned and Cenſured ſuch who Preached againſt the finfulneſs thereof; 
eſpecially in the firſt place, worthy Mr. Walwood,. who was among the 
firſt Witneſſes againſt that DefeCtion, and Mr. X:d, Mr, King, Ms. 
Cameron, Mr. Donald Cargil, &c. who Sealed their Teſtimony after- 
wards by their blood ; yer then, even by their Brethren, were loaden 


. with the reproackful Nick-aames of Schiſmaticks, Blind Zealots, Je- 


ſuites, &c. Bur jt was always obſerved, as long as Miniſters were 
faithful in following the Lord in the way of their Duty, Profeſſors 
were fervent, and under all their Conflicts with Perſecutors, the Coy- 
rage and Zeal of the Lovers of Chriſt was blazing, and never outbra- 
ved by all the Enemies boaſtings, to undertake brisk Exploits, which 
from time to time they were now and then eſayiog, ill defettion-de- 
ſtroyed, and diyiſion diverted their Zeal againſt the Enemies of God, 
who before were always. the ObjeCt againſt which they whetted the 
edge of their juſf indignation. Eſpecially the Arch Prelate Sherp was. 
pdged intolerable by ingenuovs Spirits. Therefore in July, 1668. 
James Mitchel thonght it his duty to ſave bimſelf, deliver his Bre- 
thren, and attewpted to cyt him off, which failing, he then eſcaped,. 
but afterwards was Apprehended, Tortured, Condemaed, and Exe- 
cuted, But Juſtice would not ſuffer the Arch-Prelate wo eſcape Re- 
markable Puniſhment ; the ſeverity whereof did faffciently compen- 
ſate: 
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fate its delay, after Ten Years reſpite. For vpon the 3d of Mis 
1677. ſeveral worthy Gentlemen, with ſome other Men of Courage 


and Zeal for the Cauſe of God, executed Righteous Ju 


| udgment upon 
Him in 44«g#s Moore, near 'St. Andrews. And that ſameMonth, on the 
Antiverſary Day, May 29th, the Teſtimony at Rutherglen . was Publi- 


ſhed againſt that Abomination, Celebrating an Anniverſary-Day, kept 
every year for giving thanks for the ſetting up an Uſurped Power, deſtroy- 
ang the intereſt of Chriſt in the Land, and againſt all ſinful and anlewft 
Ads, emitted and executed, publiſhed, and oroſccmtes againſt our Covenanted 
Reformation. Where alſo they burns the Atts of Supremasy, the Declara- 
tion, the A Reciſſory, &c. in way of retalition for the burning of the 
Covenants, Lane: | 
'* *On the Sabbath following, Func 1, A Field-Mecting near to Lowden- 
Hill, was aſſaulted by Claverhouſe, and with him three Troops 'of Horſe 
and Dragoons, who had that Morning taken an honeſt Minſter, and 
about 14 Countrymen. out of their Beds, and carried them along with 
them; but they were repulſed at Drumeclogg, and put to flight, the Pri- 
_Aoners relieved, about +30 of the Souldiers killed on the place, and 
* *three of the Meeting, and ſeveral wounded on both ſides. 

© Thereafter the People retreating from the purſuit, they judged it 
.moſt ſafe in that extremity for ſome time not to ſeparate. Which re- 
folution coming abroad to the Ears of others of their Brethren, deter- 
mined them incontinently to come to their aſliſtance, conſidering their 
own liableneſs to the ſame common danger, upon the account of their 
endeayours of that nature to defend themſelves, - b.ing of the ſame 
judgment for maintaining of the ſame Cauſe, to which they were bound 
by the ſame Covenants. This was the Riſe and Occaſion of that ap- 
pearance at Bothwel-Bridge, which the Lord did in his Roly Soveraignty 
confound, for former DefeCftions by the means of Diviſion, which broke 
' that little Army among themſelves, before they were broken by the E- 
nemy, They continued together in amiable and amicable Peace, for the 
ſpace of 3 or 9 days, while they endeavoured to put out and keep ont 
every wicked thing fromamongſt them,and adhered to the Rutherglen Te- 
-fimony,-and that ſhort Declaration at. Glaſcow confirming it , Repreſenting 
#berr preſent Purpoſes anil Endeavours were only in vinditation and defenst 
of rhe Reformed Religion; 43 they ſtood obliged thereto by the National and 
Solemn "League and Coveriant, and the Solemn Acknowle youbs es, = 
Engagement to Duties, declaring againſt Popery, Prelacy, Eraſtianiſm, an 
prep fok depending thereupon. * atending hereby to "crtprekend the De- 
feion of the Jadulgenee, to witneſs againſt which all unanimouſly 4- 
greed: Until'the Army epereaſing, the Defenders and Daubers of that 
Iefedtion, ſome Mini ers'atd others camein, who broke all, The oc- 
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caGon of the Breach, was firſt, when an Overtare was offered, to ſet 
tigaes apart. for Humiliation for .the Publick Sins of the Land; and ac- 
cordingly with abjured Ergſtiani/m, by the acceptance of 


the complylog, 
bg lng, was condeſcended upon among the teſt: of the 
.agd. 


the Y te colnar $ COL 
abli. roug allpg 2 umiliation ;' The-Sticklers-for the, Indulgence 
kept refuſed the Overture, - ypon Politick Conſiderations, for fear of offend- 
2yoy. ing the Indulged Miniſters and Gentlemen, and provoking them to with- 
wha draw their, Aſtſtonce, And next; whereas the Cauſe was ſtated: before, 
ted MM according tothe, Covenants, -in the Rutherglen Teſtimony, and-Glaſcow 


Declaration, wherein the Krng's Intereſ# was waved ; Theſe Dividers 
" the drew ; up ; another, large, Paper: ( called the Hamltonn Declaration ) 
| wherein they allert :the Kings Intereſt, accordiag to the Third Article 
44. of the Solemn League and Covenant, Againſt which, the beſt affected 
orſe BY contended, and. proteſted they could not in Conſcience put in his inte- 
and reſt. into .the ſtate, of the quarrel, being now,in ſtated oppoſition to 
vith ) Chriſt's Intereſts, and inconſiſtent with-the .meaning of the Covenant, 
Pri- W and the Prattices of the Covenanters, and their own Teſtimonies; while 
and now he 'could not be declared for, as being, in the defence of Religion 
and Liberty, when: he had fo palpably overtucned and ruined the work 
4 it of Reformation, and oppreſſed ſuch as adhered thereunto, and had 
| re- burnt the Covenant, &c. Whereby he had looſed the People from all 
ter- obligation to him from it. Yet that contrary Fattion prevailed, ſo far 
heir as $0 get. it publiſhed in_the name of all, whereby the Cauſe was. per- 
heir yerted,.and betrayed. And ſo.in the Holy, All-over-ruling Providence 
ame of God, thax poor. handful was figaally difcountenanced of God, depri- 
ud ved of all. Conduft,. diveſted, of all Proteftion, and laid open to the 
ap- Ragiag Sword, the juſt puniſhment of all ſuch ramperings with the E- 
2nty nemies.of Gqd, -and eſpouling their Intereſt. [About 300 were killed 
roke MM 49 the, Fields, .apd 1000 and ypwards taken . Priſoners, ſtripped,. and 
&F. Tied to Edjnhburgh, and WH a with Ranjſhment, and ſeat away 
fie America,: and. by the. way (a few excepied) periſhed/ia Shipwreck ; 
ou . : WY faithful and: painful Miniſters. and Witaell.s of Chriſt, Mr. 
Te n;Aicd, and Mr, Fobn King, received'the Crown of Martyrdom, 
ting ſealing their Teſtimony with their Blood, and many others after them 
emf Jfor the, awe Cauſe. , | 
al :- After this fearful;and fatal ſtroak at Borhwell, the Uagiverſality of the 
ard _Chifdren of the Church of. Scozland,. which before; eſpouſed. ber Teſti- 
and mony; . was partly draws by Craft, and. partly: by Cruelty, from a 
De- Canjunction with their Brethren in proſetuting the ſame, either into an 
7 2-f open defe&ion tothe contrary fide, or into a deteſtable indifferency 
that and neuirality in the Cauſe, of God. . For. firſt of all, _ the Duke of Adon- 
:ot-fl ouch procured the emiſſion of a. pretended Indemnity, attended; with a 
Bond of . Peace for its Companion z, whereip- that Iyſurce&ion. was ac- 
; 'F knomledged 


: 
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knowledged to be Rebellion, and ane Obligation never 10 riſe in Arms a- 
gainſt the. King, or any Commiſſionate by him, and to live peaceably, &c. 
Which were dreadful-Soars fairded over with curions words and cozening 
names of kving peaceably, &c. This conrſe of defeftion carried away 
many at that time: And from that time, ſince the taking that 'Bond 
of peaceable living, there hath been an Univerſal preferring of Peace to 
Truth, and Eaſe to Duty. And the Generality have been left to ſwal- 
low all Oaths and Bonds impoſed fince; many Miniſters refuſing to give 
their advice when required and requeſted therevnto, and ſome not being 
aſhamed to perſwade the People to take them. 

But then they not only railed more Forces to exhauſt the ſtrength and 
ſubſtance of the already waſted Country, and laid on and continued 
from one Term to another that wicked ExaCtion and cruel Oppreſſion 
of the Ceſs, for the ſame declared ends of ſuppreſſing and baniſhing 
what remained of the Goſpel, and impoſed Localites for maintaining 
the Souldiers imployed in thofe Deſigns ; for refuſing which many Fa- 
milies were Pillaged, Plundered, and quite Impoveriſhed, beſides the 
beating and abuſing them > But alſo they went on unweariedly with 
preſſing the Bonds of Peace, and dragging them like Dogs to the Priſons 
that would not ſubſcribe them, and for taking vp in their Porreons Rolls 
the Names of all that were ſuſpetted to have been at Borhwell InſurreQi- 
on 3\-which they gathered by the Informations of Sycophants, and re- 
puted them Convidt, if being ſummoned they did not appear, and 
forced others to Swear Super Inquirendis, and delate upon Oath whom 
they did either ſee or heard that they were in Arms, or went to Meet- 
ings; and ſuch as refuſed ſuffered Bonds of Baniſbment. Yea, having 
made it Criminal to reſet, harbour, correſpond or converſe with thoſe 
whom they declared Rebels, they thereupon impriſoned, fined, and 
ruined vaſt numbers, for having ſeen or ſpoken with ſome of them, or 
becauſe they did not diſcover or apprehend them when they fancied they 
might, for which many Gentlemen and others were Indited and im- 
priſoned, and ſome Arraigned and Condemned to Death. For theſe 
Cauſes, the Country was Harraſſed and deſtroyed by four extraordinary 
Circuit Courts, ſucceſſively going about with their numerous Train, 
whereby many were grievouſly oppreles, and with their Oppreſſions 
tempted with many Impoſitions of Conſcience-debauching Oaths, and 

$ to compear when called, and to keep the Church, and to re- 
frain from going to Meetings, &c. and by theſe tentations involved in 
Complyances and Defeftions. And not only were they Condemned to 
Death, for being atually in Arms, or any overt Act of Tranſgreſſing 
"their wicked Laws, but even for their extorted Opinion of things, or 
becauſe they would not Condemn theſe neceſſitated riſings in Arms to 
"be Rebellion and a Sin againſt God, which they were forced to _ 
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by terrible megaF"ogs of Death; making their Arbitrary Laws ta.reach 
the Heart, Thoughts, and inward Sentiments of the Mind, © as well as 
outward Aftions, Whereupon this became a Criminal Queſtion rob- 
bing many of their Lives, Was the riſing at Bothwell-bridge Rebellion 
and a Sin againſt God? And this, Was the killing of the Biſhop of St Aqn- 
drews horrid Mirther 2 Which if any anſwered negatively, or did not 
anſwer affirmatively, they were cruelly Condemned to Death. 

The Migiſtry then alſo were generally inſnared with that Bonded In- 
dulgence, the pretended benefit of that orementioned Indemgity. 'For, 
when a Proclamation was emitted, inveighing bitterly againſt Field- 
Meetings, and abſolutely iatroducing all ſuch for the Nor under 
higheſt pain, but granting Liberty to Preach in Houſes upon the Terms 
of a Camtionany Bond given for their living peaceably : Yet excluding all 
theſe Miniſters who were ſuſpefted. to have been at the late Rebellion, 
2nd all thoſe who ſhall afterwards be admitted by Non-Conform Mini- 
ſters: And certifying, that if ever =- ſhall be at any Field-Conventicle, the 
ſaid Inderanity ſpatl not be uſeful to ſuch Tranſgreſſours any manner of way : 
And requiring ſecurity that none under the colour of this favour con- 
tinuz to Preach Rebellion. Though there ſeems to be enough in the 
Proclamation is. ſelf to have ſcared them from this ſcandalous ſnare ; 
Yet a Meeting of Miniſters at 'Edinburgh made up of Indulged, avowed 
wpplauders of the Indulgence, or anderhand Approvers and favourers 
Phe ſame, and ſome of them old Publick, Reſolutioners, aſſuming to 
themſclves the name of a General Aſſembly, voted for the acceptance of it. 
And ſo formerly tranſacted and bargained upon baſe, diſhoneſt and 
diſhonourable Terms with the Uſurper, by conſenting and compatting 
yith th People to give that Bond, wherein the People upon an humble 
Perition to the Counſel, obtaining their Indulged Miniſter, do bind and 
agg .be fhall live peaceably, And in order thereto to preſent him be- 
fore tis Majeſty's Privy Council, when they ſhall be called ſo to do; And in 
caſe of failure 11 not preſenting him, to be liable ro the Sum of 6000 Merks, 
Whereby they Condemned themſelves of former unpeaceableneſs. 

Many embraced this new Baſtard Indulgence that had not the benefic 
of the former Brat, of the ſame Mother the Supreniacy, and far more 
conſented to. it without a, Wirneſs, and moſt of all did fome way homo- 
legate it, .in Preaching under the Sconce of it : Declining the many 
reicerated and urgent lls of the zealous Lovers of Chriſt, to come 
out and maintain the Teſtimony of the Goſpel in the open Fields, 
for the honour of their Maſter and the freedom bf their Miniſtry. 

Whereupons 3s many poor People were tumbled and jumbled ints 
many confuſions, ſo that they were ſo bewildered and: bemiſted in 
doubts and debates, that they _ not what to do, and were tempted 
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to queſtion the Cauſe formerly ſo fervently, contended. for againſt all 
oppoſition, than ſo ſimply abandoned, by thoſe that ſeemed” ſometimes 
valiant for it, when they ſay hg Foolwelng their ou eaſe than 
the. Concerns of their Maſters Glory, or-the neceſſity. of the poor Peo. 
ple Hungering for the Goſpel; ſo the more %ealobs and faithful, after 
ſeveral Addreſſes, Calls and  Iavitatioas to Miniſters, . finding them- 
ſelves —AL them, judged themſelyes under a neceſlicy to dil- 


\ 


countenance many” of. gon's per foriverly they followed with plea- 


ſure; -and to teſblye v 00 2 | perſuit'and proſecution! of Duty of th: 
Day without then, and to provide themſclves with fairhful Miniſters, 
who would' not ſhun. for 'all hazards; to declare the whole Connſel of 
God. And accordingly, the Lord ſent them firſt Mr, Richard Cameron, 
with whom after ſerious ſolicitation his Brethren denied their Concur- 
rence, and then'Mr; Donald Cargill, who, with a'zeal and boldneſs bc- 
coming Chriſts Ambaſſadours,. maintained 3nd ,profecuted the Teſti- 
motry,” againſt all the Jndigaities done to. thelr Maſter 4nd 'wrongs to 
the Cauſe, both by the encroachments of Adverſaries, and "Defeftions 
of their declining Brethren. And now the, Lords Inhetitahce was a- 
gain revived. "oP ; 
But as Chrift was, then diſplaying his Beauty to his poor deſpiſed 
and perſecuted Peqple z the Duke of York came po | and, who did 
receive him in great Pomp and Pride, Againſt 'whicty the forementi- 
onedfaithfot Witnelles of Chriſt eld 'figd themſelves'bbliget to teſtifie 
their juſt! reſentment, -. and "to [proteſt "agataſt; his facteeding tothe 
Crown, iv their Dectaration publiſhed at Sarquhair, Fune'22, 1680, 
Wherein alfo thty diſown Charles Stuart, 4s having any Right, Title, or 
Intereſt in the Crown of Scotland or Government thereof, hal of bis breach 
of- Covenant, aud Uſurpation on Chriſts Pretogativei, &c.- And dechare"a 
War with him, ard all the Men of theſe Prattices, homologating the Tefti- 
mony 'ut Rutherglen, and diſclaiming that Declaration at "Hamiltown. 
This Aftioh was generally Condemned 'by the Body of lurking Mini- 
ſters; both for the matter of it, and. the unſeaſonableneſs of 'it, and its 
apparent-unfeaſiblneſs, being done by a. handful ſo inconſiderable, for 
number, ſtrength, or ſignificancy. ,But tho? ic is not, the prudence of 
he'marnagement, bur the juſtneſs of the ARtian, "that I would have 'vin- 
dicated emiibecy read} yet it wanted nothing but ſycceſsts/juſtific 
both, inthe Conviction of' many that made much 'outcry againſt it-: 
Th theſe dangerous Circumſtances their difficulries *and diſcourage. 
ments dayly encreaſed, by their Enemies vigilancy, their enviers Trea- 
chery,' and their own inadvertency, ſome of their number falling into 
the hatids of them” that ſought their lives. For 'two of the moſt emi- 
Tent an@ faithful Witneſſes of Chriſt, Mr, Dopald Cargill, and Henry 
£2 20G01190 To » es 4.1% : | Hall, 
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anding Goſpe'« Miniſtry, ' rightly choſen ad rightly ordained, and that rom 
I take upori them the Preaching of rhe Word, &c. unleſs called and ordained 
thereunto. And whereas ſeparation might be imputed to them, they refell both 
the- Malice, and the Ignorance of the Calumny: For if there be a Separa- 
tion, it muſt be where the change 1s; | and that was nat to be found in thim 
who were not Shy. ng from the Communion of the true Church, nt ſetting 


a new Miniſtry, but cleaving to the ſame Minifters and Ordinances, that 

ormerly 'thty followed, when others have fed to new ways, and a new" Au. 
thority, which 5s likt the new-piece in the Old Garment. And that they ſhal 
defend themfelves in their Civil, | Natic al and Divine Rights and Liberties: 
And if any aſſault" them, © they ſhall look on it as 4 declaring 4 War, an 
take all nr rg that one Ehemy does of another, but trouble and injurt 
none but thoſe that injure them, This is the Compend of that Paper 
which the Enemies ſeized” and publiſhed, while it was only in a rude 
Draught, and not poliſhed, digeſted, nor conſulted by the reſt of. the 
Community. $49 ſp Calo th. 

That poor Party continued together in a poſture of defence, with. 
ont the Concurrence or countenarice of their Covetianted' Brethren, 
until the 22: of Fuly, 1680. Upon the which day they were attacqued 
at Airſemoſs, by a ſtrong oh of about 120 Horſe well armed, whils 
vhey were but 23 Horſe ati 46 foot at'\moſt: And {0 fighting valiagtly 
were #t length routed. ' Several of Sion; recious Mourners, and faith- 
fol Witheſfes of Chriſt; were Kilted ; and among the'reſt, that fai 
Miniſter of Chriſt, Mr. Richard Cameron ſealed and fulfilled his Te- 
ſtimony with his Blood. And with others, the valiant and much Ho- 
noured Gentleman, David Hackſton of Rathillet, was after. many re- 
ceived Wounds apprebended, brought in to Eainbwgh, and there, reſo 
lutely adhering to the Teſtimony, and diſowning the Authority of King 
and Council, and all their Tyrannical Judicatories, head and tail, {oy 
for being acceſſory to, executing judgment upon the Arch-biſhop of. St. 
Andrews, was tortured alive, with the cutting off of his hands, and 
then Hanged, and before he was Dead, Ripped up his Heart, taken 
our, carried abont upon the point of a Knife, and thrown into a Fire, 
and afterwards his Body Quartered. ; 

Then, not only fuch as were with that little handful at Airſemoſi 
were Cruelly Murdered, but others againſt whom they could charge 
no matter of Fatt; wete queſtioned if they owned the Kings Authority ; 
which if any did not anſwer affirmatively and poſitively, he was to 
look for nothing but exquiſite Torments and Death. And if any de- 
clared their judgment, that they could not in Conſcience own ſuch 

Authority as was' then exerciſed; or if they declined to give their 
thoughts of it, as judging thoughts to be under no humane Juriſdidtionz 
or: 
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anſwered with ſuch innocent Specifications as theſe; that they 

| Ny in the Lord, or 7 the Lord, | or \according. to. the 
r 


' In ſubtile Terms; - And pretending a great deal of tenderneſs, 
proteſting they would be as tender of their Blood as of their own Soul, and 


\ 1h themſelves as Pilate did, and charging it upon their own Head. 
ney 


aper would be very calie in their, Accomodations, where-they found 
rude the Maa beginniog to faing,and hearken to their overtures, where- 
| the Wee would grant him his life, yeilding to him, as cunning Anglers do 


; MW with Fiſhes: And to perſwade him to ſome.leagth in complying, they 
ih. Would offer Conference ſometimes, or reaſoning upon the Point, to ſa- 
ren, Bl "tixfie and inform his Conſcience, as they pretended, but really to catch 
bim with their busked Hook. -If they had any hope of prevailing, 
they would change a Mans Priſon, and take bim out from among the 
more ſtrict and fervent inthe Cauſe, that might ſharpen and ſtreogrthen 
his Zeal, and put him among the more cool and remiſs. Sometimes 
they would ſtage ſeveral together, whereof they knew ſome would 
Comply, to tantaliz? the reſt with the fight of the others Liberty, 
and make them bite the more eagerly at their Bait, to catch the Con- 
ſcience. 
But when they had. done all they could, Chriſt had many Witneſſes, 
who did. retaig the Crown\ of their Teſtimony in the ſmalleſt points, 
t{ll. they obtained. the.Cromn. of Martyrdom. But here, | as in Egypr, 
the more they were afflicted, the more they grew : So that-inany were 
reclaimed from their Coprſes of Complyagce, and others were daily 
more and more confirmed in the ways of the Lord, and ſo ſtrengthned 
that they choſe rather to endyre.all Torture, and embrace-Death in irs 
| moſt terrible aſpe#t, | than to, give the Tyrant and his Complices any 
-"4i.f acknowledgment ;, Yea, not ſo,much as to ſay, God ſave the King, which 
arge Y was offered at the price of their Life ; but they would not accept Deli- 


"13 verance on theſe Terms. | 
0 Now remained Mr. Dorald Cargil, deprived of his faithful Collegue, 


-Aeſtitate of ,, bis, Brethrens Concurrencez . who proſccuted the Teſti- 
Mapy 3gainſt the Univerſal Apoſtaſic of the Church and Nation, 


Tyranpy 


[9] 


Tyranny of Enenyes, Backſliding "of Friends, and all the wrongs Lo 
to his Maſter on all hangs: And "confidet] ve, in the lag: 
Senſe of his' holy* Tealbuſie Cone, We threa j 


the Land, for the Sins,” rt, thr He 
of all their "Tein: v Re OF apar, by 
Proteſtations'and'D Ticks ting thei 


| rs 
owning their” Authoriry evtng fox cn did- 4. perſiſt in ttie Hs 


Scandals, but were owned alſo by Profeſſours, not only. as 

but as Members 6fi th2 Ctiriſtiah and froſt t Church, wi 

evet both-the\Defenfive Aras of Meh ooo ſee "ng a 

the Chriſtiaci Archsvf Prayers; and*the Mfnitterial eg 00 oy 

ing, yet that/of Beoleſis/Zical Cliſure ha nor beech” N ogg | 
erted- againlt them : *Therefore that "no 'Weapard: bich 'Chrilt Ba 
his Servants under his Standard to manage uereA, his {bar ren 


tae, 
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vs the: an Caſe could admit: After Sermon upon Eck 11.25, 
26, 27...And thos profane wicked Prince of Iſrael,  nhoſt Day js come, Ot. 
The Perſons Excomttiunicated, and the Sentence againſt them, was gr 
ver forth as. follows. 7 being FI Miniſter of. Jeſns Chrift, and bavin 
Authority and. Power from hum, do, wn bis Name and by his Spirit, Excom 
municate, caſt ont df the Church, "ind deliver ip to Satan, Charles the Se: 
cond, King &c, The Sentence was founded on theſe Grounds : - For bi 
great Perjury in breaking and burning the Covepant , for þis reſcinding al 
| Laws; for eft abliſhingiths Reformation; and enabling 3 Lows comrary therennto; 
For commanding of Big! 20 \deftrby "tht Lordi'People ; - For bis pra; & 
miſſions and Pardons 'for Marderers, - which" 5s in rhe power of ko'K1 
do, &c, Next by the ſame Aithority; / and inthe Tanie Name, 'heE3 
communicated James Duke of York, ' for his Idolatry, and ſetting up i 
Scotland to defile the Land, and enticing and envoirr aging others ro a ſo 
- With ſeveral other rotten _ Enemies. 
Byt abou this-rime; ſome In! Seat for che Cafe rere ebb 
youring. to keep up+the Teſtimony of 'xhe' day, in an-abſttaCtion fro 
. Complying Miniſters ;; others were left to fall-into fearful extravay 
cies and delirious and damnable Deluſions, being oyerdriven with is 
norant and blind Zeal into untroden Paths, which led them into 
Labyriath of Darkneſs: When as they were ſtumbled at many Miniſte 
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their unfaithfulneſs, ſo they came to be offended at Mr Cargill his 
Faithfulneſs, who ſpared neicher left-hand Declenſions, nor-right band 
Extreams, and lefc him and all the Miniſters, not only diſowning all. 
Communion with thoſe that were not of their way, but Execrating and 
Curſing them ; and kept themſelyes in defart places from all Company, 
where they perſiſted prodigiouſly in Faſtings, and ſinging Pſalms, pre- 
tending to wonderful Raptures and Enthuſiaſms : And in fine, John Gb 
with 4 more of them came to that height of Blaſphemy, that they 
burnt the Bible and Confeſſion of Faith. Theſe were the Sweet Singers, 
2s they were called, led away into theſe Deluſions by that [mpoſtor 
and Sorcerer, Fohn Gib, of which deſtruftive way the approached Ren» 
nant, adhering to the foreſaid Teſtimony, had always an Abhorrence 
of, Wherefore that ignorant and impudent Calumny, of their Con- 
ſortſhip with G1bs Followers, is only the vent of viperous Envy: For 
they were the firſt that diſcovered them, and reclaimed them, and 
were always ſo far from partaking with them, that to this day theſe 
that have come off from that way, and have offered the Confeſſion of 
their Scandal, do ſtill complain of their over-rigid Severity, in not ad- 
mitting them to their ſeleCt Fellowſhips. 

Shortly after this, Mr. Donald Cargill finiſhed his Teſtimony, being 
apprehended with other two faithful and zealous Witneſles of Chriſt, 
Mr. William Smith, and Mr. James Beep, who with two more were al- 
togeth:r at Edinburgh 27, Fuly 1651. Crowned with the Glory of 
Marcyrdom, Then came the Day of the Remnants vexation ; the 

erſecution vaxiag on the one hand, and a violent Spirit of defeftion 
carrying, down the moſt part of Miniſters and Profeſſours before it, 
driving them to Courſes of ſinful and ſcandalous Conformings with the 
Times Corruptions, Compearings before their Courts, Complyings with 
their Commands, paying of their Czlles and other ExaCtions, taking 
of their Oaths and Bonds, and countenancing their Prelatical Church- 
Services, which they were aſhamed to do before: And thereupon on 
the'other hand rhe Diviſions and Confuſions were augmented, and poor 
People that deſired to cleave to the Teſtimony, were more and more of- 
f:nded and troubled at the Miniſters, who either left the Land, or 
lurked in their own retirements. | 

But the remaining Contenders fell ppon the expedient of correſ- 
ponding in General Meetings, to conſult, inform and confirm one ano- 
ther, about common Duties in common Dangers; Laying down this 
General Concluſion for a foundation of Order 'to be obſerved among 
them in incident doubtful Caſes, and emergent Controverſies, that 
'notbing relative to the publick, and which'concerns the whole of their Commu- 
nity, be done by any of them, without harmonious conſent ſought after, and 
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rationally waited for, and ſufficient deliberation abous the beft means and 
manner. 

In the mean time, the Duke of Tork, as Commiſſioner from his Bro- 
ther, held a Parliament, in which he is declared legal and lineal Suc- 
ceſſour z and a Teſt is framed for a Peſt to Conſciences, which turned 
ont of all Places of Truſt any that had any remaining meaſure of com- 
mon Honeſty. Ard to all the Cruel Acts then and before made againſt 
the Pcople of God, there was one ſuperadded, regulating the Execu- 
tion of all the reſt, whereby at one daſh all Civil and Criminal Ju- 
ſtice was overthrown, That the Right of Furiſdittion both in Civil and 
Criminal Matters is ſo inherent in the Crown, that bis Majeſty may judge 
all Cauſes by himſelf, or any other be thinks fit to Commiſſionate. Here was 
a Law for Commillionating Souldiers to take away the Lives of Inno- 
cents, as was frequently exemplified afterwards. 

Againſt which encroachments on Religion and Liberty, the faithful 
thought themſelves obliged to emit a Teſtimony. And therefore pub» 
liſhed a Declaration at Zarerk, Fan, 12. 1682. Confirming the proceed- 
ing at Sanquhair, and adding reaſons of their Revolt from the Govern- 
ment of Charles the Second : For bis arrogantly arrogated Supremacy in all 
C auſes Civil and Eccleſaſtick, and oppreſſing the Godly for Conſcience and 
Duty ; for inſtalling a Succeſſour, ſuch an one (if not worſe) as himſelf, 
and framing the Teſt ;, &c. And in end offer to prove, they have cnly endea- 
wvoured in this to extricate themſelves from under a Tyrannous Toke, and to 
reduce Church and State to what they were in the Tears 1648 and 
1649, | 

After which Declaration they were more Condemned by them that 
were at eaſe, than ever. For which Cauſe, in the next General Meet- 
ing, they reſolved to delegate ſome of their number to Forreign 
Churches, on purpoſe to: vindicate themſelves from theſe Calumnies ; 
And withal to provide for a Succefſion of Witneſſes, Therefore by 
that means having obtained acceſs for the inſtruftion of ſome young 
Men, at an Univerſity in the united Provinces, in proceſs of time, 
Mr. Fames Renwick, received Ordination there, and came home to 
take up the Standard of his Maſter, upon the ground where it was left. 
Which undertaking, notwithſtanding all the Rage of Enemies, and all 
the Scourge of Tongues of incenſed Profeſſours, he Proſecuted by 
many weary wandrings, Night and Day, Preaching, Conferring and 
Catechiſing, until, not only was the faithful Witneſling Remnant that 
joyned in the Teſtimony, further cleared, confirmed and encouraged 
and their number much encreaſed by the coming in and joyning of 
many others to the Fellowſhip of their ſetled Societies; but alſo many 
others, in other places of the Country were induced to the — 

TnemIelves 
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themſelves in the like, to the ſerling ſuch Fellowſhips in moſt of the 
Southern Shires: 

But then the fury of Perſecutors began to flame more flagrantly than 
ever; not only in ſending out Cruel Souldiers, Foot, Horſe and Dra- 
goons, to purſue after them, in the wildeſt and remoteſt receſſes in the 
Wilderneſs ; but emitting Edits allowing them to kill, ſlay, hang, 
drown, and deſtroy ſuch as they could apprehend of them pro libitw , 
and commanding the Country to aſliſt ther, &c. For which Cauſe, to 
preſerve themfelyes from, and put a ſtop to that deluge of Blood, and 
demur and deter the Infolency of /ntelligencers and Informers, they were 
neceſſitate to publiſh the Apologerich, Declaration, and affix it upon ſeveral 
Mercat-Croſſes, and Pariſh. Church Doors, Nov, 8, 1684. Wherein they 
declare their firm Reſolution of conſhant adherence to their Covenants and 
Engagements, and to the Declarations diſowning the Authority of Charles 
Stewart, and to teſtifie tro the World, that tht'y purpoſe not to injure or of - 
fend any whomſoever, but to purſue the ends of their Covenants, in ſtanding 
to the defence of the Work, of Reformation, and of their own Lives ;, yet if 
any ſhall ftretch forth their hand againſt them,by ſhedding ther Blood attualiy, 
either by Authoritative commanding, or obeyins ſuch Commands, to ſearch 
for them and deliver them up to the ſpilling of their Blood, to inform againſt 
them, to raiſe the Hue and Cry after them, and delate them before their 
Courts : All theſe ſhall be reputed by them Enemies to God and the Covenanted 
Reformation, and puniſhed as ſuch, according t0 their Power, and the degree 
of their offence, if they ſhall continue ſo malitiouſly to proceed againſt them : 
And daclare, they abhor and condemn any perſonal attempts, upon any pretext 
what ſoever, without previous Deliberation, common or competent conſent, 
without cert ain probation by ſufficient Witneſſes, the guilty Perſons Confeſſion, 
or the notoriouſneſs of the deeds themſelves : And in :the end warn the bloody 
Doegs «nd flattering Ziphites informing againſt them, to be expett ro be 
dealt with as they deal with them. 

This Declaration occaſioned greater Tryals to them and trouble to 
the Country, by the preſſing an Oath abjuring the ſame univerſaily. up 
on all, as well Women as Men, and ſuffering none to Travel without 
a Paſs, declaring they had taken that Oath; and giving power to all 
Hofſtlers and Inn-keepers to impoſe Oaths upon all Paſſengers, Travel- 
ters, Gentlemen or Country-men, who were to Swear that their 
Paſſes were not forged. And Priſoners that would not take the Oath, 
were according to the foreſaid Act, Condemaed, and Executed. And 
after that, they gave Orders and Commands to the Souldiers to purſue 
the Chaſe after theſe Wanderers more violently, and ſhoot,or otherwiſe 
put them to Death' wherever they could apprehend them. Hence fol- 
lowed ſuch a Nlavghrer end ſeizure _ them, that common People uſually 
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gate their common Occfirrences ſince, from that beginning of kll;nz 
rime, 25 they call it. Yet that Declaration was ſo far effcCtual, as to 
ſcare many from their former diligence in informing agaialt them, and 
to draw out ſome to joyn with the Wanderers more publickly, even 
when the danger was ramen of owning any reſpeCt to them. 

In the beginning of this killing time, the firſt Author and Authorizer 
of all theſe Miſchiefs, Charles 1I. was removed by Death. And the 
Puke of York ſucceeding, immediately upon his mounting the Throne, 
the Executions and Acts proſecuting the Proſecution of the poor Wan- 
derers, were more Cruel than ever. Now the Earl of Argyle having 
been Arraigoed and Condemned for his Explanation of the Teſt, but 
eſcaped out of the Caſtle of Edinburgh; and after him ſeveral Gentle- 
men b:ing arbitrarily oppreſſed and troubled, upon the ACt gf Intercom. 
mwning with Rebels, and for a pretended Plot againſt the Government 
(as they called itz) and many other Gentlemen having loſt either their 
Lives or Fortunes, many did reſort to the United Provinces. From 
whence,. as ſoon as they had provided themſelves with Arms, after 
the aſcending of James Duke of York, they returned to Scorland, under 
rhe conduCt of the Ear! of Argyle, their choſen Captain. And Argyle's 
Party perceiving that their Enemies were above ten times their num- 
ber, diſperſed, every Man ſhifting for himſelf. The Enemies ſearch- 
ing the Country, gleaned up the Earl of Argyle himſelf, Col. Rumbold, 
an Engliſh Man, Mr. Thomas Archer Miniſter, @awsn Ruſſel, and David 
Law, who were all Condemned and Executed at Edinburgh; and many 
others who were Baniſhed to America: And about ſome 20 in the High- 
tands, who were Hanged at Ineravie, 

In the mean time, the Wanderers, tho? they did not aſ[>ciate with 
this Expedition, upon the account of the too promiſcuous admittance 
of Perſons to truſt in that party, who were then, and ſince have diſ- 
covered themſelves to be Enemies to the Cauſe, and becauſe they could 
not eſpouſe their Declaration as the State of thcir Quarrel, being not 
concerted according to the conſtant plea of the Scors Covenanters : Yet 
againſt this Uſurpation of a Papiſt, they publiſhed another Declaration 
at Sanquhair, May 28, 1685, Wherein, approving and adhering unto all 
therr former Declarations, and conſidering that James Duke of York, a pro- 
feſt and Excommunicate Papiſt, was proclaimed; to teſtifie their Reſentment 
of that deed, and to maky it appear unto the World, that they were free 
thereof, by Concarrence or Connivance ;, they proteſt againſt the foreſaia Pro- 
clamation of James. Duke of York as King Jn regard that is contrary to 
the Declaration of the General Aſſembly, July 27, 1649. And they proteſt 
againſt the Validity and Conſtitution of that Parliament, approving and ra- 
t:fying the foreſaid Proclamation, &c, This was their Teſtimony againſt 
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Popery in the Seaſon thereof? Which tho? it was not fo much Con- 
demned as any former Declarations, yet neither in this had they the 
Concurrence of any Miniſters or Profeſlours, who as they had been 
filear, and omitted a ſeaſonable Teſtimony agaialt Prelacy and the 
Supremacy, when theſe were introduced, fo now alſo they were lefc to 
let ſlip this opportugity of a Teſtimony agaiaſt Popery, to the re- 
proach of the declining and far degenerate Church of Scor/and. Yea to 
their ſhame, the very Rabble of ignorant People may be brought as a 
Witneſs agaiaſt the Body of Presbyterian Miniſters in Scotland, in that 
they teſtified their deteſtation of the firſt Erection of the ldolatrous 
Maſs, and ſome of the Souldiery, and ſuch as had no Profeſſion of Re- 
ligion, ſuffered unto Death for ſpeaking againſt Popery, and the de- 
ſigns of the King, while the Miniſters were ſilent. And ſome of the 
Curats, and Members of the late Parliament, 1686, made ſome ſtickling-. 
againſt the taking away of the Penal Statutes againſt Papiſts ;, while Presby- 
terians, from whom might have been expelted greater oppoſition, were ſleeping 
in a profound Submiſſion, 1 cannot without confuſion of Spirit touch 
theſe obvious and doloruus Refleftions, and yet in Candour cannot for- 
bear them. 

However the Pcrſccution againlt the Wanderers went on ; there were 
more Butchered and Slaughtered in the Ficlds, than in all the former 
Tyrants Reign; there have bcen more Baniſhed to Forreiga Plantations 
in this Mans time, than 1a the others; and there have been more cruel 
Afts of Parliament enacted in this Tyrants time, than the former 
made all his Reign. For not only was there an ACt making it Treaſon 
to refuſe the Oh of Abjuration, confirming all their procedure hereup- 
on before; but an At making it Cr-mjnal to own the Covenant, and 
another Act making it Cr:41nal for any to be preſent at a Field-Meeting, 
which was only ſo to Preachers before. But a relentiog abatement of 
ſeverity was pretended againſt other Diſſenters. 

At length what could not be obtained by Law at the late Parliament 
for taking off the Statutes againſt Papiſts, was effeftuated by Prero- 
gative, 1n a Proclamation dated Feb. 12, 1687, But this was ſo groſ*, 
and grievoully griping in its reltriCtions, as to Perſons, as to the place, 
as to the matter allowed the Presbyterians in Preaching, that it was 
diſdained of all ; and therefore he behoved to busk it better, and 
mend ghe matter, in a Letter to the Council, bearing date arch 31, 
1687, Of this Tenor, Whereas we did recommend to you to take care, that 

of the Presbyterians ſhould not be allowed to Preach, but ſuch only as 
ld have your allowance for the ſame, and that they at the receiving the 
Indulgence ſhould take the Oath contained in the Proclamation ; theſe are 
therefore to let you know, that thereby we meant ſuch of them as did not ſo- 
lemnly 


— — 
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emnly the the Teſt. But if nevertheleſs the Precbyterian Preachers do ſcru- 
ple ro tale the ſaid Oxth, or any other Oath whatſoever, anil that you ſhall 
find ut reaſonable or fit to grant them or any of them our ſaid Indulgence, 
ſo as they deſire it upon theſe terms 1, It is now our Will and Pleaſure to grant 
them the ſaid Indulgence (during our Pleaſure only) or ſo long as you ſhall 
find th:y behave themſelves regularly and peaceably, without giving any cauſe 
of offence to us, or any in Authority or Truſt under us in our Government, 
But at length to take of all difformity and diſparity of the Proclama- 
tion for the Toleration in Scotland, and the Declaration for Liberty of 
Conſcience in Ezgland; he added a third ek to the Liberty, in another 
Proclamation dated' June 28, 1687. And this is the Royal Charter for 
ſucurity of the Proteftant Religion in lieu of all the Laws, Conftitu- 
tions, and Oaths wherewith it was formerly confirmed. This is the 
only Patent which the Royal Dalilees, the Moderate Prerbyterians have now = 
received to enſure their enjoyment of it dwranre bereplacito, 

Bat as for the poor Wanderers, while others are rejoycing under 
the Bramble-ſhagow of it, they think it a cauſe of weeping and matter 
of mourning, not becauſe they do not ſhare of the benefit of it, but 
becauſe they are afraid to ſhare of the Curſe of it. For which Cauſe, 
they do look upon it as a ſeaſonable Teſtimony for the Cauſe of Chriſt, 
and the Intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion, and the Laws and Liberties 
of the Country, all overturned and ſubverted by this Toleration, to 
keep their Meetings as in former times; thinking it finful, ſcandalous 
and inconvenient to ſeem to homologate this Toleration, the wicked- 
neſs whereof they are convinced of, from theſe Reaſons (beſides thoſe 
for which they rejeCted the former Indulgencies, Indemaities and Tole- 
rations, and thoſe which regard the Granter, as to his Principles and 
Religion. : 

For conſidering the Fomntain whence it flows, they cannot defile them- 
ſelves with it, it being refounded on Abſolute Power, proclaiming by 
ſound of Trumpet a Power Paramount to all Law; a Power to tole- 
rate or reſtrain the Proteſtant Religion, according to his Royal Will 
or Pleaſure, Now the acceptance of this Grant, would imply the re- 
cognizance of this power that the Granter claims in Granting it: 
Which utterly diffolves all Government, and all ſecurity for Religion 
and Liberty.) ; > Se 

Conſidering alſo the Channel in which it is conveyed, they cannot 
» comply with-it. Becanſe it comes through fuch a Conveyance as Caſſes, 
annnlls, ſtops, ſuſpends and diſables all Penal Laws agaiaft Papiſts, and 
thereby-everts all the Securities and legal Bulwarks that Proteſtants can 
have for' the eftabtiſhment of their Religion; yea, in effe&t leaves no 
Laws in force againſt any: that ſhatl attempr the utter ſubverſion of =, 

| ut 


bove re 
"to be accepted. 


Hameful bargain. For by it the Mare of Preaching is fo reſtricted 
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bot ratifies and leaves in full rigour all wicked Laws and As of Parlia- - 
ment, againſt ſuch as would molt ayowedly aſſert ir. Hence as he hath 
formerly by Abſolute Power ſuſpended all Laws made for the Protection 
of our Religion, ſo he may when he will diſpenſe with all the Laws 
made for its eſtabliſhment ; and thoſe who approve the one by ſuch an 
Acceptance, cannot diſallow the other, but mult recognoſce a Power in 
the King to ſubvert all Laws, Rights and Liberries. 

Conſidering the En of its contrivance, they dare not have any ac- 
ceſlion to accompliſh ſuch wicked Projects, to which this Accep- 
tance would be ſo natively ſubſervient. Which Project was diſcovered in 
the Engliſh Declaration, viz. That he heartily wiſhes that all the People of 
theſe Dominions were Members of the Cathelick Church. 

Conſidering the Efei#s already produced thereby, they cannot but 
abhor it. Seeing the Papiſts are thereby encouraged, all places filled 
with Prieſts and Jeſuits; yea, the executive Power of the Government 
put into the hands of the Romaniſts: And on the other hand a Titi- 
mony egainſt Antichriſt is abandoned and laid afide as unſcafonable, 
the edge of Zeal for the Intereſt of Chriſt is blunted, rhey that ſhould 
ſtand in the Gap and upon the Watch- Tower are laid afide from all 
oppoſition to the invaſions of the Enemy, and lulled afleep by this be- 
witching Charm and intoxicating Opium z Miniſters and Profeſlours are 
generally ſettling on their Lees and languiſhing in a fatal ſecurity, 

Conſidering the Exr:nt of it, they cannot claſs themſelves among 
the number of them that are Indulged thereby. Whereby the Profel- 
ſours of Chriſt come in as Partners in the ſame Bargain with Antichriſts 
Vaſſals; and the Zords 4k hath a place with Dagor, and its Prieſts and 
Followers conſent to it, and the Builders of Babel and Jeraſalem are made 
to build together, under the ſame Protection; and a Sluce is opened 
to let the Enemy come in like a Flood, which to oppoſe, the Accepters 
cannot ſtand in a Gap, nor lift up a Standerd againſt them. All which 
is contrary to the Confeſſion of Faith Ch, 20. F. 4. And therefore to ac- 
cept of this Toleration is inconſiſtent with the Principles of the 

Church of Scotland, with the National and Solemn League and Covenant, 
and Solemn Acknowledgment of Sins, and Engagement to Dmties; in all 
which we are bound to extirpate Popery, With the whole Traft of 
Contendings between the years 1638 and 1660. and particularly by 
the Teſtimony of the Synod of Fife, and other Brethren in the Mini- 
fry, againſt Cromwel: vaſt Toleration and Liberty of Conſcience, a: 

ated. For it is plain, if it be not to be ſuffered, then it is nor 


Confidering the Terms wherein it is offered, they cannot make ſuch a 
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and limited, that nothing muſt be Preached or Taught, which may any way 
tend to alienate the Hearts of the People from him or his Government, Here 
is a Price at which they are to purchaſe their Freedom, which yet hard- 
ly can be'ſo exactly paid, bur he may find a pretence for retrenching 
ic when he pleaſes : For if a Miniſter ſhall Preach againſt the Kings 
Religion as Idolatry, and the Church of Rome as Babylon, &c. This 
ſhall be interpreted to be an alienation of the Peoples Hearts from the 
King and his Govcrament, But who can be faithful, and Preach in 
Seaion and out of Seaſon now, but he muſt think it his Duty to en- 
deavour thus to alienate the Hearts of the People ? Sure if any Preach 
the whole Counſel of God, he muſt Preach againſt Popery. And if 
he think that this Indulgence, granted and accepted on theſe Terms, 
can ſuperſede him from this Faithfulneſs, then he is no more the Ser- 
vant of Chriſt, but a pleaſer of Men. 

Conſidering the Scandal of it, they dare not ſo offend the Generation 
of the Righteous by the Acceptance, and diſhonour God, diſgrace the 
Proteſtant Profeſſion, wrong the Intereſt thereof, and betray their 
Native-Country, as thus to comply with the deſign of Antichriſt, And 
it cannot bur be very ſtumbling to ſee the Miniſters of - Scorland, whoſe 
Teſtimony uſed to be terrible co the Popiſh, and renowned through all 
the Proteſtant-Churches, purchaſing a Liberty to themſelves at the rate 
of burying and betraying the Cauſe into Bondage and reſtraint, and 
thus to be laid by from all ative and open oppoſition to Antichriſts 
Deſigns, in ſuch a Seaſon, The World wil} be tempted to think, 
they are not governed by Principles, but their own Intereſt in this 
JunCture, ſceking their own thiogs more than the things of Chriſt ; 
And that it was not the late Uſurpation upon, and overturning of 
Religion and Liberty that offended them, - ſo much as the Perſecution 
they ſuſtained therebyz but that if Arbitrary Power had been exerted 
in their favours, tho? with the ſame prejudice of the Cauſe of Chriſt, 
they would have complyed with it, as they do now, Alas! Sad and 
dolerous have been the Scandals given and taken,' by and from- the 
Declining Miniſters of Scotland heretofore, but none ſo ſtumbling as this. 

Laſtly, conſidering the Addreſſes made thereupon, with ſuch a ſtrain 
of fulſom and Blaſphemous Flatteries, to the diſhonour of God, the 
reproach of the Cauſe, the betraying of the Church, and detringent of 
the Nation, and expoſing themſelves to the Contempt of all, the 


Perſecuted Party dare not ſo much as ſeem to incorporate with they. 
1 ſhall ſet dowg. the firſt of their Addreſſes, | and let the Reader judge 
whether there be not Cavſe of ſtanding alſo off from every appearan 


of being of their number. It is Dated at Edinburgh, Fuly 21, 1687 
Of this Tenor. | 4 
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The Humble Addreſs of the P reyterian 
d if Miniſters of bis Majeſties Kingdom of 


Ser- Scotland. 

tion 

hel E Tour Majeſties moſt Loyal Subjefts, the Miniſters of 
And the Presbyterian Perſwafion in your Ancient Kinzdom of 


hoſe © Scotland, from the due Senſe we have of Tour Majeſties Gracious 
hall W 11d ſurprifing favour, in not only putting a ſtop to our long fad 
Suffer ings for Non-Conformity, but granting the Liberty of the 
Publick and Peaceable Exerciſe of our Miniſterial Funftion with- 
ink, I 9#t any hazard : As we bleſs the Great God, who hath put this 
this I i» your Royal Heart, we do withal find our ſelves bound is Duty 
riſt WW to offer our maſt Flumble and Hearty thanks to Tonr Sacred 
g of Majeſty, the Favour beſtowed being to us, aud all the Peo- 
ple of our Perſwaſion, valuable above all our Eearthly comfort ; 
briſt, | 9/p£c#a/ly fince we have ground from Tour Majeſty to believe that 
d ao our Loyalty is not to be queſtioned «pon the account of our being 
a the Precbyterians, who as we have amidſt all former tentations 
9 this. endeavoured, ſo we are firmly reſolved ſtill to preſerve an en- 
ſtrain tire Loyalty in our Dottrin and Prattice ( conſonant to our 
known Principles, which according to the Holy Scriptures are 
contained in the Confeſſion of - Faith, generally owned by Pres» 
byterians in all Tour Majeſties Dominions ) and by the help of 
God ſo to demean our ſelves, as Tour Majeſty may find Cauſe 
rather to enlarge than diminiſh your Favours towards us ; 


throughly perſwading our ſelves from Tour Majeſties Juſtice and 
Goo 4 


that if we ſhall at any time be otherwiſe repreſented, 
H our 
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Tour Majeſty will not give credit to ſuch Information, until yu 
have due cognition thereof : Aud Flumbly beſeeching, that thek 
who promote any Diſloyal Principles and Pradtices © we diſonn 
them) may be looked upon as none of ours, whatſoever nam: 
they aſſume to themſelves, May it pleaſe Tour moſt Excellent 
Majeſty Gracionſly to aecept of this our meſt Humble Addr:j, 
as proceeding from the plainneſs and ſincerity of Loyal aud 
Thankfal Hearts, much engaged by Tour Royal Favour, to con 
tinue our Fervent Prayers to the King, of King's, for Divin 
Illumination and Condudil, with all other Bleſſings Spiritui 
aud Temporal, ever to attend Tour Royal Perſon and Govern 
ment, which is the greateſ# Duty can be rendred to Tuu 


Majeſty by 
Your Majeſties 
moſt Humble, 
moſt Faithful, 


and moſt Obedient 
Subje&s. 


Subſcribed in our Names, and in the Name of tl 


reſt of our Brethren of our Perſwaſion, at thei 
Defire. 


til you 
f BFhoje 
diſow 
" name 
cellent 
dar), 
1 ani 
'0 C0 
Divin: 
arithul 
OVert 
 Tuu 
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The King's Letter to the Preſ- 
byterians in his AncientKing- 
dom of Scotland. 


WE Love you well, and we heartily thank, you for your Addreſs: We re- 
ſolve to protett you in your Liberty, Religion and Properties, all our Life : 
And we ſhall lay down ſuch Methods as ſhall not be in the Power of any to 
alter hercaftcr. And in the mean time we deſire you to pray for our Perſon 
and Government. To which may be add:d that kind Complement of 
the Chancellours, Gentlemen, My Maſter hath commanded me to tell you, 
that I am to ſerve you in all things within the compaſs of my Power, 


Theſe Gentlemen needed not to have been ſollicitous, that thoſe 
who avouch an Adherence to the Covenanted Reformation, and avow 
an oppoſition to Antichriſtian Uſurpers (which they call promoting Dif- 
loyal Principles and Prattices) might not be looked upon as of their Con- 
federacy : For all that abide in the Principles and Practices of the 
Church of Scorland (which they have deſerted) would count it a Sin and 
Scandal, to be reckoned of their Aſſociation who have thus betrayed 
the Cauſe and the Country, Theſe mutual Complements between 
the profeſſed Servants of Chriſt and the Vaſlals of Antichriſt, if they 
be Cordial, wonld ſeem to rmport that they are in a fair way of com- 
pounding their differences, and to accomodate their oppolitions at 
length: But if they be only adulatory and flattering Complements, im- 
porting only n Conjanttion of Tails, like Sam/ons Foxes, with a Dil- 
jantion of Heads and Hearts, tending towards diſtia&t and oppoſite 
Intereſts ; then, as they would ſuit far better the Difſimulations of Po- 
liticians, than the Simplicity of Goſpel-Miniſters, and do put upon 
them the Brand of being Men-pkeaſers rather than Servants of Chrift, 
for their Diſkmblings with Diſſemblers, who know their Complc- 
ents, to be and take them for ſuch, they may look to be paid home in 
d Meafure, heaped up and running over, when ſuch Methods ſhall be 


joys as fhall xot be in the Power of any to alter, when ſach deſigns 
H 2 ſhall 
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ſhall be obtained by this Liberty and theſe Addreſſes, that the after- 
bought Wit of the Addreſſers ſhall not be able to diſappoint. Howe- 
ver the Addreſs is ſuch, as makes the thing addreſled a to be odious, 
and the Addreſlers to forfeit the reſpects and merit the indignation of 
all*that are Friends-to the Proteſtaat-and Pre-byterian Cauſe ; as may ap- 
pear from theſe obvious Reflections. 


1. It was needful indeed they ſhould have aſſumed the Name of 7: es- 
byterians, and call it the humble Addreſs of Prechyterians Miniſters : For 
otherwiſe it would never have been known to come from Men of the 
Presbyterian Perſwalion; ſeeing the Contents of this Addreſs are fo 
clearly contrary to their known Principles. It is contrary to Presby- 
terian Principles, to congratulate an Antichriſtian Uſurper for under- 
mining Religion, and overturning Laws and Liberties. lt is contrary 
to Presbyterian Principles, to jultifie the abrogation of the National- 
Covenaat, in giving thanks for a Liberty whereby all the Laws are 
caſſed and diſabled, therein confirmed. It is contrary to Presbyterian 
Principles, to thank the King for opening a door to bring in Popery, 
which they are engaged to extirpate in the Solemn League and Cove 
nant. It is contrary to Presbyterian Principles to allow or accept of 
ſuch a vaſt Toleration for Idolaters and Hereticks, as is evident above, Þ 
It is contrary to Presbyterian Principles to conſent to any Reſtriftions, Þ 
Limitations, and Conditions, binding them up in the Exerciſe of the 
Miniſterial funftion, whereby this Liberty is loaded and clogged : So 
that they cannot enjoy it without great hazard of Sin, and incurring 
the Guilt of the Blood of Souls, for not declaring the whole Council 
of God, which Addreſlers cannot declare, if they Preſerve an entire 
Loyalty in their Doftrin, as here they promiſe. 


2. There is nothing ſounds here like the Old Prezbyterian ſtrain; 
neither was there eyer an Addreſs of this ſtile ſeen before from Precby- 
rerian Hands, It would have looked far more Presbyterian like, in ſtead 
of this Addreſs, to have ſent a Proteſtation againſt the new openly de- 
ſigned introduction of Popery, and ſubyerſion of all Laws and Liberties 
which they are Covenanted to maintain z or at leaſt to have given an 
Addreſs in the uſual Language of Presbyterians, who uſed always to 
ſpeak of the Covenants, and Work, of Reformation: But here never a 
word of theſe, but of Loyalty to his Excellent, to his Gracious, and to 
his Sacred Majeſty, of Loyalty not to be queſtioned, an Entire Loyalty in 
Dottrin, a-reſolued Loyalty in Prattice, and a fervent Loyalty in Prayers-: 
And all that they are Sallicizous about, is not leſt the M— 
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their Maſter be encroached upon, and the Liberties of the Church be 
ſupplanted, and Religion wronged; but leſt their Loya'ry be queſtion-d, 
and they be otherwiſe repreſented: And all that they beſeech for is, not 
that the Cauſe of Chriſt be not wronged, nor Aatichriſtian Idolatry in- 
troduced by this Liberty z but that theſe who promove any diſloyal Princi- 
ples and Praftices may be looked upon as none of theirs, wherein all their en- 
couragement 1s, that they perſwade themſelves from his Majeſtys Juſtice 
and Goodneſs, that h: will not give Credit to any other information until he 
takg due cognition thereof, Here is a Lawleſs unreſtricted Loyalty to a 
Tyrant, claiming an Abſolute Power to be obeyed without reſerve, not only 
profeſſed, but ſolicitouſly ſought ro be the Principle of Presbyterians z 
whereas it is rather the Principle of Atheiſtical Hobbs exploded with 
indignation by all Rational Men. This is not the Presbytcrian Loy- 
alty to the King, #n the defence of Chriſt his Evangel, Liberties of the 
Country, Miniſtration of Juſtice, and puniſhment of intquity, according ta 
the National-Covenant ; and in the preſervation and defence of the true 
Religion, and Liberties of the Kingdoms, according to the Solemn-League 
and Covenant : But an Eraſtian Loyalty to a Tyrant in his overturning. 
Religion, Laws and Liberties. This Loyalty in Dof#rin, will be found 
Diſloyalty to Chriſt, in a ſiaful and ſhameful ſilegce at the wrongs done 
to him, and not declaring againſt the Invaſions of his open Enemies. 
This Loyalty in Prattice 1s a plaia betraying of Religion and Liberty, 
in lyiag by from all oppoſition to the open Deſtroyer of both. And 
this Loyalty in Prayers, for all Bleſſings ever to attend his Perſon and Go- 
vernment, will be neither conformed to Pre:byterian Prayers in reference 
to Popiſh Tyrants, nor conliſtent with the Zeal of Chriſtians, nor 
founded upon any Scripture Promiſes, to pray for Bleſſings to a Papiſts 
Tyranny, which cannot be of Faith, and therefore muſt be Sin. 


3. This Addreſs is fo ſtuffed with ſneaking Flatteries, that it would 
more become Sycophants and Court-Paraſites, than Miniſters of the 
Goſpel; and were more ſuirable to that Popiſh, Prelatical, and Ma- 
lignant FaCtion to congratulate and rejoyce in their profeſſed Patron 
and Head, and hill the Gazetts with their Adulatory Addreſſes, which 
heretofore uſed to be deſervedly inveighed againſt by all Diſſenters ;. 
than for Presbyterians to take a Copy from them, and eſpouſe the 
Prattice which they had condemned before, and which was never com- 
mended in any good Government, nor never known in theſe Britiſh 
Nations, before Ol:v:r*'s Ulturpation; Flattery being always counted 
baſe among ingenuous Men. But here is a Rhapſodie of Flatteries, from 
the: deep Senſe they have of his Majeſties Gracious and ſurprizing favour 


wang 
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finding themſelves bound in Duty to offer their moſt humble and hearty thanks 
fo his Sacred Majeſty, the favour beſtowed being to them valuable above all 
Earthly comforts, One would think it behoyed to be a very great fa- 
your, from a very great Friend, for very gracious ends: But what is 
it? In not only putting a ſtop to their long ſad Sufferings ;, which were ſome 
ground indeed, if the way were Honeſt : But this nor only ſuppoſes an 
alſo; what is that ? But alſo granting us the Liberty , which is either a 
needleſs Tautology (for if all Suffcrings were ſtopped, then Liberty muſt 
needs follow,) or it muſt reſpe the Qualifications of the Liberty ; 
flowing from ſach a Fountain, Abſolute Power ; through ſuch a convey- 
ance, ſtopping all Penal Laws againſt Papiſtsz in ſuch a Form as a Tole- 
ration; for ſuch Ends, as overturaing the Reformation and introducing 
Popery. This is the Favour for which they offer moſt humble and 
hearty Thanks, more valuable to them than all Earthly Comforcs. Sure, 
if they thank him for the Liberty, they muſt thank him for the Procla- 
mation whereby he grants it, and juſtifie all his claim there to Ab/olure- 
eſs, beibg that upon which it is ſuperſtrufted, and from which it e- 
mergeth; and ſo become a liſted FaCtion to aber and own him in all his 
attewptings, engaged now to demean themſelves. as that he may find Cauſe 
rather to enlarge than to diminiſh his favours, which can be no other way 
but in aſliſting him to deſtroy Religion and Liberty, at lealt ia ſuffering 
him to do what he will without controll, O what an indeliberate re- 
proach is this for Miniſters, who pretend to be yet for the defence of 
the Goſpel, thus to be found betraying Religion, through juſtifying and 
magnifying a Tyrant, for his ſuſpenſion of ſo many Laws, whereby it was 
eſtabliſhed and ſupported ! 


4. It were more tolerable if they went no farther than Flatteries; 
bur I fear they come near the Border of Blaſphemy, when they ſay, thax 
the Great God hath put this in his Royal Heart z which can bear no other 
Conſtruftion but this, that the Holy Lord hath put it in his Heart to 
aſſome to himſelf a Blaſphemous and Abſolute Power, whereby he ſtops 
and ſuſpends all Penal Laws againſt ldolaters, and gives a Toleration 
for all Errors: If it be capable of any other Senſe, it mult be like that 
as the Lord is ſaid to have moved Dav:d to number the People, or that 
Rev. 19, 19. God hath put it in their Hearts to fulfill bis Will, and to agree 
and give Ns Kingdom to the Beaſt, But to bleſs God, and thank the 
Tyraht for this wicked Project, as deliberate and purpoſed by Men, 1 
fay is near unto Blaſphemy. And again where they ſay, they are firmly 
reſoloed by the help of Ged ſo to demean themſelves as his Majefty may find 
Cauſe rather to enlarge than to diminiſh his favours; this in effect is as 

| great, 
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great Blaſphemy, as if they had ſaid, The reſolved by th : 
to be as onfaithfol Time-ſerving and Clent Miniſter: jen rk 
the Church of God z for no otherwiſe can they demean themſelves fo as 
he tmay find cauſe to enlarge his Fayours towards them, it being no way 
ſuppoſable that his enlarging his Favours can conſiſt with their faithful- 
neſs z but if they diſcover any meaſure of Zeal againſt Antichriſt, he 


will quickly diminiſh them, 


Thus far I have compendiouſly deduced the Account of the P 
_ ve mmm of the Teſtimony of this Church to the ——_— 
ercof. 
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